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146 Main Street, Emmaus, Pa. 18049                                            
Phone 610-965-6067                                

 

 

                                                                                                      
 

 

Emmaus Moravian Christian Education ~ This fund supplies money for the purchase of                  
educational materials for Sunday School, Bible Studies and various CE and youth activities                  

within our church.  

                                                                                                                             

In essentials unity; in non-essentials liberty; and in all things love! 

2021 Watchword                                                                                                               
Yet, I planted you as a choice vine, from the purest stock.                                                                  

How then did you turn degenerate and become a wild vine?  Jeremiah 2:21  

 

Living in Fellowship, Growing in Christ! 

http://www.emmausmoravian.org/
mailto:pastor@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:secretary@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:popicox@rcn.com
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Pick Up Some Milk & Honey 
 

How long does a jug of milk last in your home? How far beyond the “Best By” date do you go? Do 
you trust the date or are you a “smells fine to me” kind of person? I ask, because I am starting to feel 
that each decision we make regarding COVID (and have been making for seventeen months) is 
roughly equivalent to a gallon of milk that we have to check now and again to see if it’s still good. 
 

Since March 2020 we have rethought, reinvented, and reworked our approach to many familiar  
facets of how we experience and express our faith. We moved weekly worship online, outside,         
further apart, farther back, inside and out again. Weddings were delayed and downsized. Memori-
al services postponed or put off. The Sacraments: Baptism and Communion. The Rite of Confirma-
tion. Congregational singing. Christmas candles. Easter lilies. Lovefeast buns… (deep sigh.) 
 

I suppose that unless my faith were anchored in something deeper, indelible, greater even than all 
these – I would be having a more difficult time with all this. (See: Matthew 12:5-6; 12:41-42; John 8:56-58) 
 

There are about thirty references in the Hebrew Scriptures to “milk and honey.” Without exception, 
the imagery is of God’s promise; the sweetness of it, the rich profusion of God’s care. In almost eve-
ry instance, milk and honey are not just present in some quantity – the land flows with it! And it is 
equally clear that this is all God’s doing:  God brings and blesses, God delivers, God sends, God 
gives… our work is to humbly and gratefully receive, and to then bear fruitful witness to such 
sweetness and love. 
 

I recently learned that archaeologists found unspoiled pots of honey in Egyptian tombs thousands 
of years old. Scientifically, honey’s low moisture, acidity, and the biochemistry of bees explains its 
extraordinary shelf-life. Milk, on the other hand, really does need to be handled differently to avoid 
food-born illnesses. 
 

How interesting, that this combination: of milk and honey, would be a kind of shorthand for the 
good that God wishes to lavish on us? The land of promise is a land of milk and honey. The inher-
itance, the homestead, the taste and telling of what God has done is milk and honey. One thing that 
keeps forever. One thing that must be constantly renewed. 
 

Do you see what I am getting at? 
 

As disorienting and exhausting as 2020 and 2021 have been, I believe that God has sustained and 
steadied us (honey) while renewing and helping us to grow (milk). I do grieve with you, the 
“strangeness” of the Pandemic. I mourn with you the loss of so much that is familiar and comfort-
ing. I lament all that we are leaving behind in making our way through the wilderness. But faith is 
fed and hope is held in trust by God’s Word: where we find stories of exile and return, of bitter 
partings and joyous reunion, of getting lost and being found, of disgrace and redemption, death 
and resurrection. 
 

Ours is a church dating to the late Middle Ages; a congregation with roots in the colonial history of 
the United States; and a confession that stands on the Rock of Ages. My prayer is that we continue 
to face the Pandemic with courage, wisdom, and grace; that we do everything in our power to 
serve and care for others; that we will ever be people of promise who share the taste of milk and 
honey. 
 

Saving My Weis Rewards Points, 
Pastor Brian 
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September  Worship Schedule                                                                                                                 
Sunday services are being held outdoors (masks optional).  In case of inclement weather,                      

worship will be moved to the sanctuary. Masks will be required.    
 

Sunday, September 5th ~ 10:00 Worship 
 

Fall Schedule Begins!   
 

Sunday, September 12th ~ 9:00 Sunday School Open House; 10:30 Worship ~                                         
Installation of CE volunteers Sunday, September 19th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship ~  

Confirmation and Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, September 26th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship ~ 
Installation of Student Pastor, Mikayla Sauerbrey 

 

Sunday, October 3rd ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship ~  
World Wide Communion  

  
 

    All services will be available via zoom and available for viewing on Facebook later in the day.  
Go to www.zoom.us, Click on “Join a meeting”                                                                                                    

Enter meeting ID: 442 948 9211                                                                                               
You will join a “waiting room” and then will be let into the service.                                                        

This link will get you access to all worship services and most meetings for the church. 

You are also invited to join Morning Prayer; Mon – Fri at 8:15 a.m.  (same log in info as above) 

Amy (Flexer) Kelly upon the passing of her husband Kevin, Kay Walker, 
Louise Long,  Rev. Rick Bruckart, Frank Reith, Sr., Dave Iobst, Ron Hertzog,                                        
Bill Leibensperger, Gary Oplinger (Meda Henry’s brother in law),  Karl Lutz,                                                                                                   

Donna & Jim Leffler (daughter & son in law of Ron & Bette Hertzog),                                                                     
our homebound members, nursing home and assisted living facility residents                                                              

Please uphold these church members and friends in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We welcomed Thea Ruth Moira Miller into the church through baptism on August 15th, 
2021.  Congratulations to parents Scott and Maddy Miller and big brother Archer!                                  

Welcome to the church family Teddie!   

http://www.zoom.us
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September 5th ~ In loving memory of Ruth and Walter Stoudt by their family and                    
In loving memory of Edwin W. Worman by son, Ronald 

September 12th ~ In loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Rector Henry                                              
by Michael and Meda Henry 

September 19th ~ In loving memory of Shirley Reith and                        
Marge Gruber by Frank Reith, Sr. 

September 26th ~ In loving memory of Gregory Feldman                              
by his parents Janet and Ken Feldman and                                                                                                            
In loving memory of Janet Unser by Charlotte and Dave Unser  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Welcome Student Pastor, Mikayla Sauerbrey!   
Mikayla will be installed on September 26th at the 10:30 worship service.  

Hello! My name is Mikayla and I am a candidate for ministry with the Moravian Church             
Western District and a new student at Moravian Theological Seminary. While I most  recently 
moved from just north of Los Angeles, CA, I am a born and raised Minnesotan. I studied child 

and family ministry in college and have a great passion for including kids and teens in the  
greater life and mission of the church. When I am not studying or participating in all things 

church related, you can usually find me spending quality time with a few close friends, reading 
a good book, enjoying a cup of tea, or on the best of days, all three! 

                                                              
On July 30th, 2022, the Emmaus Moravian Congregation will be 275 years old!                                                  

If you would like to help plan events for this anniversary, please contact the office.                                       

We will also be putting together a book with our church’s history.                                                           

If you have a special story to tell about something that occurred at the church, we want to know! Or, 
do you know a piece of history that you would like to share?                                                                

Please contact the office and share with us!                                                                                 
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Sunday School Open House!  

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us on September 12th at 9:00 for our                                                                 

Annual Sunday School Open House!                                                                                

Sunday School is for ages 2– 102 (yes that means you)!  

During this time, you can meet the Sunday School teachers, learn about the 

standards for each classroom, visit all the rooms including the newly                         

renovated preschool rooms!  

Masks will be required indoors.   

Ages 2– 5 will meet in Preschool 1 room 

Grades Kindergarten—5th will meet upstairs in the large classroom 

Grades 6th-12th will meet upstairs in the open classroom 

Adult class will meet in the Moravian Room                                             

 

Do you remember a Sunday School Teacher from your youth?  Is there some-
one in the church that made a difference to you?  Who are the kids of our 

church today going to remember when they grow up?  Is it you?  Are you the 
person that can show children love and kindness, joy and compassion?         

We need Sunday School teachers.  Are you able to devote one hour a week to 
the children of our church?  What if it was for 3 months, or 6?  Do you feel led 
to help shape the faith journey of the children and youth of our church?  If you 

feel called to help in some way, please contact Melissa in the office.   

                                                   Firepit Fellowship 

  All are welcome to help us kick off the Sunday School year!  

On September 10th from 6:00-8:00,                                                                          

join us for fellowship around the camp fire!  

We will be cooking hot dogs and roasting marshmallows!                                                                       

Meet at the back lawn near the pavilion.   

If you would like, bring a chair, beverage and a roasting stick!   
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Vacation Bible School Wrap Up  

           We did it! We rescued the stranded crew of the disabled starship                   
Galaxion by providing the fuels of Faith, Boldness, Love, Kindness and Thank-
fulness.  Mission accomplished! Much fun was had by both the adults and kids, 
with activity, crafts, Bible stories, and songs. 
       We had many successes, including the bucket seats. It was a wonderful 
way  of keeping materials separate for the kids and distancing as well. We will 
use them again next year, hoping to gather enough donated buckets over the 
year for all. One way you can help with this ministry is to chat with any restau-

ranteurs or commercial bakers you may know to save the buckets in which they get their supplies. 
A personal touch is the best way to make those connections. Grocery store bakeries are a good 
source as well. We already have the support of the Giant on Emmaus Ave. We anticipate we will 
need about 50 buckets next year, so we need to keep them coming! 
        We will be presenting the Adventure Island theme next year! It will run from July 25-29. If 
you or anyone you know has an event that reflects that theme during the year, please save your 
decorations for us. We want to create an atmosphere that immerses us on the island. 
        Speaking of successes, our VBS is indeed a mission of our church. We served 34 kids, 17 of 
whom were church affiliated, and 17 from the community. It is always wonderful to know we are 
reaching the neighborhood. 
         VBS 2021 is in the books! Again, thanks to all who helped make it a success, and that is pretty 
much all of our VBS family!         

                                                                   With God’s love, Kay 

 

Book club meets on the second Monday of the 
month in the Comenius room.  Everyone is 

welcome to join us! Call the office or see Judy 
Williamson for info!  

Sept. 13th, Paper Wife by Laila Ibrahim 

Oct. 11th, Dutch House by Ann Pratchett 

Nov. 8th, We are the Lucky Ones                                          
by Georgia Hunter 

Dec. 13th, Noel Diary 1 by Richard Paul Evans 

                                                                               

Our blessing box is located on the side porch of 
the church office and it is used frequently. It is 
filled with non perishable food, toiletries and 
other necessities for those in need. The box is 
filled weekly (at least). Additional donations 
are kept in the office to replenish as needed.   

The immediate needs of the blessing box 
are:  ready to eat foods (anything that can be 
easily eaten  for our homeless community), 
spaghettios (always a favorite), soap and 

shampoo.  It is preferred that you drop off 
your donations in the office or place them 

near the Blessing box in a box or bag. Extra 
donations will be shared with local food 

banks. Thank you for your support! 
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Dear Friends,  

A number of you have reached out with questions about member-

ship and joining the Emmaus Moravian Congregation! We are               

always excited to see people connect with the ministries and the 

community that we are part of together. As summer schedules 

wrap up and fall calendars take shape, please mark your calendar 

for a New Member Tea on Sunday, Sep. 26 at 2 p.m. This will be a great opportunity to meet  

others who are also considering membership at EMC and learn about the history of the congrega-

tion. For those wanting to know more about what sets Moravians apart and how we fit into the 

larger picture of the Christian Church, New Member Classes will be offered Sundays (Oct. 3 and 

Oct. 10) at 2 p.m. There will be a third and final session Oct. 31, before a special Sunday service 

and reception of new members November 7th.  Please RSVP to the office if you are considering 

joining us on Sept. 26th or if you have any questions about membership.   

 
 

The Sanctuary Choir and Peals of Joy 
 

     For those of you who enjoy singing and making music at church, please consider 
joining two wonderful ways of providing music for worship - joyful, meditative and         

                                        comforting. 
 

     After well over a year of not meeting in person and having the ability to join as a larger group, many are 
eager and enthusiastic about starting to rehearse and provide service music again.  The music ministry at Em-
maus Moravian has a long, cherished history and we would love to “swell the ranks!”  The choirs are truly 
family with one another and would welcome new members.  The church is continuing to monitor the health 
concerns regarding the Pandemic.  Due to an increase in COVID cases due to the Delta variant, we have de-
layed the normal resumption of choir rehearsals.  We are ever hopeful that we will begin again soon, but 
want to err on the safe side.  We will have another update in late September.  In the meantime, we will contin-
ue to have soloists or 2-4 people lead the services in music.  
 

The following is general information about our adult choirs: 
 

The Sanctuary Choir meets Thursday evenings from 7:30-9 PM in the balcony from Sept.-end of May and for 
some special services. If you like to sing, please join us! 
 

Peals of Joy is now in its 26th year of playing bells.  They meet every Thursday from 6:15-7:15 PM in the 
chapel, providing special music throughout the church year.    We are currently looking for replacements for 
some high bells (small) and also the very lowest (the biggest).  There is plenty of assistance if you are new to 
bells but have some familiarity with reading notes.  It is truly fun and inspirational to be part of this group! 
 

If interested in joining a choir or would like to participate in our modified music worship, please contact Mar-
tha Cox Popichak at 610-442-2633 (text or call)  or email popicox@rcn.  If you know any of the choir mem-
bers/ringers, feel free to let them know of your interest.  You are welcome to speak with me after a Sunday 
service as well. 
 

May God’s gift of music enrich your life in many ways! 
 
 

Martha Cox-Popichak, Music Director 
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Time to Feed our First Responders 
 

It is that time again... to serve our local first responders on September 23rd! 
Following is a list of grocery items that we will need donated for our next 
meal which will be "breakfast for dinner”!     

Please drop donations off either after church on Sunday 9/19 or by 3pm on 
9/23; please write a note on donations with a note stating it is for First                  
Responders dinner.   
 

Please TEXT or call Trell Miller with the donations you can provide, or with 
any questions- 610-570-3552.  Thank you for your continued support!  
 

Texas toast bread (2 loaves) 

sausage links (3 packs) 

sausage patties (1 pack) 

scrapple (2 packs) 

bacon (4 packs) 

hashbrown patties (3 packs) 

English muffins (2 packs) 

American cheese (2 pounds) 

Eggs (3 dozen) 

chocolate chips (small bag) 

blueberries (small bag) 

Fall Rummage Sale 

It is time to clean out your closets, garages, basements, and attics.  We will have our fall rummage 
sale on Saturday, October 23rd in Fellowship Hall (hopefully) from 8 am to 12.  

 

                 Delivery dates/times--- 

      Wednesday, Oct. 20, 12 to 6pm 

             Thursday, Oct 21, 12 to 6pm 

            Friday, Oct. 22, 12 to 5 pm 

             No Saturday deliveries 

 

The following items will NOT be accepted:  televisions, computer screens, computers,                              
electronic devices, stuffed furniture, mattresses, clothing and shoes. 

If you would like to help, please reach out to the church office or Meda Henry.   

The volunteers will start organizing the fellowship hall on Tuesday, Oct. 19th.   

No donations can be accepted before the 20th!  
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Meet our New Head Teacher, Candace Bernecker!  

Miss Candy was born and raised in Allentown. She has two adult chil-

dren and a young adult grandson. Although she traveled to many places 

she eventually came home to her roots. 

Candace's education consists of business administration, human                  

resource generalist, early childhood, and Christian education studies. 

She spent 15 years as Christian Education Director. In this position    

Candy developed and directed all aspects of Christian Education includ-

ing coordinating and directing associated preschools. Her creation and 

direction of a tutor program in the city of Reading helped many under-

privileged children in the Reading School District move forward to the 

next level of their education. She created and coordinated summer 

camps and preschool programs of The Lutheran Academy from 2008-

2014, and Concordia Lutheran Preschool from 2014 through June 2019. 

Prior to all this she spent 12 + years as a Branch Manager and was pro-

moted to Regional Human Resource Manager assisting many businesses 

throughout the U.S. with human resource issues.  

Miss Candy enjoys singing, listening to a variety of music, crafting,             

exercising, and teaching with love and care to help children grow with 

confidence and spirit.   

Miss Candy believes preschool is an important part of an individual stu-

dent's academic, spiritual, social and emotional growth…she is dedicated 

to this end. 

 

 

 

 

September Openings and a new Preschool Teacher!  
 

The programs listed are for children ages 3-5. Maximum Class Size is 15 with one head teacher and one 
asst. teacher for all classes. 

Mondays and/or Wednesdays 9:00am-2:00pm 

This is a unique program because it allows families options. Tuition spaces are available or you can also 
sing up on a weekly basis. Tuition children pay whether they are able to attend or not, but are guaranteed a 
spot. Children that sign up weekly only pay when they attend, but they are not guaranteed a spot every 
week. You can choose one or both days, and sign up sheets are available 4 weeks ahead of time. Children 
pack a lunch. The cost is $86.00 per month (for one day option) or $175.00 for 2 day option, or $25.00 per 
day. This program runs from Sept. to June. 

Contact Melissa in the office for more information.  Application forms are available on our website:  
www.emmausmoravian.org 

http://www.emmausmoravian.org/
http://www.emmausmoravian.org/
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An Update from Camp Hope 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  

As I previously shared with you, this summer our staff found a                
significant mold problem in the Lower Lodge. We received an estimate for 
cleaning the ENTIRE building and that work will cost us $68,000. After 
sharing this information, an individual reached out and offered us $60,000 
and a church sent us a check for $4,000. Our cleaning costs have been close 
to covered and we are beyond thankful for the generosity that we have re-
ceived. 

Unfortunately, as the remediation process is underway, it was dis-
covered that the Weekly Staff Lounge had an even more substantial mold 
problem than expected. All of the paneling, the drop ceiling and the carpet-
ing has been removed. Just today, after a few days of rain, we were remind-
ed of the problems with the basement. We will be needing to have cracks 
repaired, window wells fixed, and a system put into place to divert water 
from the building. Expenses will continue to come in as we are striving to                                                                   
do the best that we can to have a Lower Lodge that is not only winterized                                                                            
but also safe and welcoming to everyone. 

Camp Hope’s property was purchased in 1946, but the first summer of campers was 1947.  We are 
looking forward to having the biggest and best weeks of summer camp that we have ever had in 2022 as we 
celebrate our 75th Anniversary! We hope that you will be a part of that celebration! We are doing everything 
that we can to make Camp Hope better than it has ever been before, but we need your help both prayerfully 
and financially. Any and all donations are greatly appreciated. How to donate is listed below!   

 
Fall Family Camp Rentals- We will be having two Family Cabin Rental weekends this fall. If you are inter-
ested in spending a weekend at Camp, the dates are September 17-19 and October 22-24. For more infor-
mation, contact the Camp office (908-459-4435).   

 
Your support has been appreciated for the past 74 years!  We look forward to it continuing into the next 75!   

 
Rev. Jodie Harney,  

Chair, Camp Hope Board of Management 
 

If you are able to donate, you can mail a check to: 
Camp Hope  

15 Ridgeway Avenue 
Blairstown, NJ 07844 

 

There is a link set up through the Moravian Ministries Foundation for us as well as a link on our 
webpage www.camphop.org  

 
If you are so inclined, we also have a Venmo account that you can donate through @CampHope.  

 

 
Morning Prayer Update 

 

Dear friends, A friendly reminder and update about weekday morning prayer! 
Starting August 16, our schedule will be as follows: 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:15 a.m. on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4429489211 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:15 a.m. at Superior (102 State Ave in Emmaus) 
A time-honored Moravian practice and a great start to your morning! 

 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” ~1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

http://www.camphop.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4429489211
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Moravian Disaster Response to Earthquake Victims in Haiti 

         On August 14, a devastating 7.2 magnitude earthquake hit southwestern Haiti. At pre-
sent, the death toll is over 1,900 with over 9,000 injured. To make matters worse, tropi-
cal storm Grace passed over this same area on Tuesday, August 17, with winds and 
heavy rain causing flooding and mudslides, which has only slowed the emergency re-
sponse. These events come on top of the crushing poverty, political unrest, and gang 
violence that have plagued the country for many years. 

 
Haiti is a Mission Area of the Moravian Church with a dozen congregations and is jointly supervised by the 
Eastern West Indies and Jamaica Provinces. We have heard from Haitian-Moravian Pastor Vilès Dorsainvil, 
and he gives us the following account:   
"There are 2 Moravian churches that were affected by the earthquake. One is in Jacmel, and the other is Anse 
de Nau in the Grand Anse Department. These churches are damaged, and the brothers and sisters from those 
churches are now in the street looking for shelter. The worst part of this scenario is that Hurricane Grace is 
heading the same direction. This is a dire situation for folks in this part of the Island." 
 
The BWM is currently seeking to wire funds to our brothers and sisters in Haiti to help them purchase 
emergency supplies. You can help to support all Moravian disaster relief efforts by sending your donations 
to: Board of World Mission, 1021 Center Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018. You may also make your donation 
online at http://moravianmission.org/give/ and click on the green "Give" button at the top of the page.* Please 
indicate that your gift is for "MDR". Your support changes lives. 
 
 

 

Come Celebrate the Journey 

Perhaps, like me, you have deep roots in the Moravian Church: ancestors with names like Spach, 

Fischel, Petree, Tesch, Knauss, Hege, Mickey, Vogler, or Bauer; ties to early Moravian immigrants who set-

tled within the boundaries of Wachovia in North Carolina; identities bound to pioneers of faith who valued 

the education of young women, manifested in the founding of Salem Academy and Salem College.                                

 This year, Salem Academy and College celebrates the 250th anniversary of a brave journey in 1766 

from Bethlehem, PA to Bethabara, NC by a group of Moravian pilgrims, which included 12 girls (ages 13-

17), four single sisters and one married women, a pastor and his wife, nine horses and one Conestoga wagon. 

Their journey is recorded in the journal of 16-year-old, Salome Meurer, who later became one of the first 

teachers at Salem.  With profound gratitude to the Moravian Church and its insightful mission of  educating 

women all these years, we invite you to celebrate The Journey with us as we step off from Bethlehem on Sep-

tember 28, 2021….and step into Salem square on October, 26, 2021.  You can join any leg of The Journey in 

person or virtually to honor those original visionaries and pioneers, or you can cheer along the way, or pro-

vide lunch or music to encourage walkers.  Information regarding The Journey and registration forms can be 

found at 250.Salem.edu/Journey.  Come celebrate The Journey together as we continue to walk on behalf of 

the education of all women.    Rev. Marilyn Turner Hedgpeth, C’76, Engagement Committee    

https://moravianmission.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=80ba218aba0cb03ff15829ab4&id=9a7d1062d9&e=329c25c5c9

