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146 Main Street, Emmaus, Pa. 18049                                            
Phone 610-965-6067                                

 

 

                                                                                                      
 

 

                                                                                                                             

In essentials unity; in non-essentials liberty; and in all things love! 

2021 Watchword                                                                                                               
Yet, I planted you as a choice vine, from the purest stock.                                                                  

How then did you turn degenerate and become a wild vine?  Jeremiah 2:21  

 

Living in Fellowship, Growing in Christ! 

Allentown Ecumenical Food Bank- The Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank is located on 
North 6th St. in Allentown.  It provides food for those in need.  The A.A.E.F.B. has been in 
existence since 1978 and is the only food bank in the area open daily.   

http://www.emmausmoravian.org/
mailto:pastor@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:secretary@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:popicox@rcn.com
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“It’s always consoling to know that today’s Christmas gifts are tomorrow’s garage sales.” 
~Milton Berle 
 
The Emmaus Moravian biennial (for now) Rummage Sale was a success! With coordination from 
Meda Henry, scores of volunteers, and many hours of hard work, we opened doors to friends 
and neighbors for the fun of finding hidden treasure. Besides being a great fundraiser (making at 
least $3,000), this year we also gave two families from Afghanistan dibs on household and family 
items to help adjust to life in the U.S. It is humbling to see an old set of dinner plates, a drill you 
stopped using when you got a better one, or a long-forgotten children’s storybook take on new 
life in the hands of someone who needs them. 
 
“From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace” 
~John 1:16 
 
Additionally, days leading to the Sale were, for many, a first time back in the building and a wel-
come return to at least one chance to be and work together. Maybe it was the pizza? Maybe it was 
the leftover Halloween candy? Maybe it was the donuts (Bavarian Kreme and vanilla icing)? Or 
maybe it was just being reminded that we do not have to do this alone. 
 
All that stuff sat in our basements, attics, and garages for two years! At one point, there was real 
concern about whether we could continue accepting donations. There was that much stuff. As with 
everything over the past two years, a pivot was needed, and creative solutions were found. And 
we are finding time and again, that imagination and flexibility are as important as careful plan-
ning and time-honored tradition. All of these/any of these are places we can see the Spirit of God 
at work in our midst. 
 
“Therefore, every legal expert who has been trained as a disciple for the kingdom of heaven is like 
the head of a household who brings old and new things out of their treasure chest.” ~                  
Matthew 13:52 CEB 
 
What if in addition to the blessings named above, the Rummage Sale were also a time for us to 
inventory the treasures of our spiritual household? Some of you may be too young to remember 
Milton Berle. Some of you may wish to forget him. But, his quip about Christmas gifts and garage 
sales got me thinking. 
 
The gifts of Christmas are not the kinds of things that are going to be impacted by supply chain 
disruptions. They will not be subject to shortage, limited availability, or delays in delivery. And 
they certainly should not be anything we stow away for the next rummage sale. No, the gifts of 
Christmas are the Savior’s gifts to us: the joyful tidings of peace on earth and goodwill to all. 
 
“We are grateful for the nurture we receive and the mission we have been given to manifest 
the good news of Jesus Christ to the world around us.” ~Thanksgiving Liturgy, MBW 
Surely, these are gifts that keep giving! 
 

With a Glad & Grateful Heart, 
Pastor Brian 
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November Worship Opportunities                                                                                                                 
Our time for outdoor worship is coming to an end. We could possibly have one or two more 

outdoor worship services, but by the end of November, we will be hosting church inside.                 
If worship is indoors, masks will be required.    

 

Wednesday, November 3rd ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00-7:30 in the chapel 
 

Sunday, November 7th ~ Daylight Saving Time ends ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship ~                      
Reception of new members 

 

Wednesday, November 10th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00-7:30 in the chapel 
 

Sunday, November 14th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship ~ Main St. Band 
 

Wednesday, November 17th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00-7:30 in the chapel 
 

Sunday, November 21st ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship  
 

Wednesday, November 24th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00-7:30 in the chapel 
 

Sunday, November 28th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship ~ 1st Sunday in Advent; Lovefeast 
(buns will be served on the way out of worship) 

  
    All services will be available via zoom and available for viewing on Facebook later in the day.  

Go to www.zoom.us, Click on “Join a meeting” Enter meeting ID: 442 948 9211     

Or https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4429489211 
 
 
 

Morning Prayer  

This is your invitation to join us week day mornings:                                                                        
Our schedule is: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays at 8:15 a.m. on Zoom (same log in as above)                                      

Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:15 a.m. at Superior (102 State Ave in Emmaus)                                                                        
A time-honored Moravian practice and a great start to your morning! 

 

 

5 Ingredient Fix is a Food Network 
show where tasty meals are prepared 
with just five ingredients. This and our 
weekday morning prayer watch are the 
inspiration for Wednesday Nite Lite, a 
mid-week worship service held from 
7:00-7:30 on Wednesdays. The plan is to 
keep them short, sweet, and soulful: 
one song, one prayer, one reading, one 
reflection, and one call to action.  
Gatherings will be held in the Chapel 
(please expect distanced seating and to 
wear a mask). Services will also be             
accessible via Zoom (same log in as 
Sundays). If this is something that you 
or someone you know may be interest-
ed in, please let us (and them) know! 

http://www.zoom.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4429489211
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Dana Johnson, Norma Rinker, Rev. Rick Bruckart, Frank Reith Sr., Dave Iobst,                                 

Ron Hertzog, Bill Leibensperger, Karl Lutz,                                                                                                                
our homebound members, nursing home & assisted living residents                                              
Please uphold these church members and friends in your prayers.                                                              

Dear Emmaus Moravian Church Family,                                                                 

Thank you for the lovely flower arrangement and for celebrating the one year 

anniversary of my ordination!  It was thoughtful and loving and I am touched 

by your kindness!  I remember you all- always in my prayers, with deep                 

gratitude for your faithful witness in the world and for the love and Christian 

nurturing that happens through your ministry!                                                           

With gratitude and love, Linda Wisser 
 

Dear EMC,                                                                                                                                  

I would like to thank everyone who sent cards and flowers to me and for keeping 

us in your thoughts and prayers. We are blessed to have good friends in our lives 

for support and comfort during these times.                                                       

Blessings, Dave Iobst 

 

Flower Sponsorships 

November 7th ~ No sponsors 
 

November 14th ~ In loving memory of Roger Rohrbach by daughter, Linda & family 
and In loving memory of Shirley Reith and Marge Gruber by the family 
  

November 21st ~ In loving memory of those members of our family whom we                 

carry in our hearts but who can no longer be present to share this service with us        

~ by the Smith and Keller families, Sallie, Pete, Avery and Dave 
 

November 28th ~ In loving memory of Paul Schaeffer and  Mr. & Mrs. William          

Hillegass by the family and In loving memory of the parents of Steve & Louise Long 
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World Mental Health Day was recognized on October 10th this year, and in light of all that is going on in our 
world today, including the rise in mental health struggles, I wrote a prayer that I wanted to share as we head 
into November and the start of the holiday season. If you or someone you know wrestles with anxiety of any 
kind, then this prayer is for you.  Blessings, Mikayla Sauerbrey, student pastor 
 
A Prayer for when the Anxiety is Back 
 

God of Elijah, the prophet who struggled with suicidal thoughts, 
Who compassionately offered the prophet food, sleep, and a companion in his hour of need;                             
God of Mary, a woman whose internal demons had ruled her life,                            (1 Kings 19) 

Who loved her and got her the help she so desperately needed (Luke 8:2); 
God who put on skin and experienced all the horrors this life has to offer, 
Who wept, who sought isolation, who wrestled with anxieties about the future                                                               
We need you more than ever today.             (John 11:35; Mark 1:35; Luke 22:42) 
 

When our thoughts begin to paralyze us,  
Or we become too scared to move; 
When we hide out in bathrooms or cancel plans with loved ones, 
Understanding Lord, fill us with your peace. 
 

God of weighted blankets, medication, talk therapy and lifestyle changes, 
God of deep breathing and meditation, 
In these dark moments remind us of your love and may we tangibly feel your comforting presence.  
 

When we can hear our heartbeat ringing out in our ears, 
Or when we can feel our mouths go dry; 
When well meaning family or friends just do not understand, 
Good Creator, in these moments draw ever more near. 
 

God who sees us on our restless nights, 
Who sits with us on therapy couches, 
Who knows we are more than the anxious feelings and unbalanced brain chemicals that                                          
overwhelm our very existence, 
Please take this cup. It is too much. 
May we please experience some respite, some calm in our storm. 
Amen. 
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Have you ever wanted to learn how to make paper Moravian Stars?                               
Here’s your chance! You must RSVP by November 8th (call or text).  

 

 

 

To those who love our children,                                                                                  

     We are facing some challenges with teachers for Sunday School.  We are committed to 
offering Sunday School to our children.  It is a vital way for them to be a part of our church 
family.  But, we can’t do it without help.  Our current teachers have been teaching for over 10 
years (some closer to 20).  We need help, we need support, we need people like you. Maybe 
you feel you aren’t qualified, but assistant teachers are needed and all you have to do is 
spend one hour interacting and showing Christian love to our children.  As per our policy, we 
need to have 2 adults (or one adult and one young adult) per classroom.  We are in need of a 
weekly assistant for the nursery class (ages 2-5).  And we would like to split our K- 5th grade 
class up.  We need an assistant for grades K-2 and for 3-5.  If we are not able to get assis-
tants, we will need to cancel class for that day.  We hope to split the classes up soon.  You 
can sign up for one Sunday at a time or multiple Sundays.  It will be determined by Friday if 
we have enough staff for that Sunday. Will you help the children of our church?  Please 
reach out to Karen Semet or Melissa Heckman (Sunday School Coordinators) with any ques-
tions or concerns.   
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On July 30th, 2022, the Emmaus Moravian Congregation will be 275 years old!                                                  

Events are planned, but we still need people to get involved! Please contact the office if interested.                       

We will also be putting together a book with our church’s history.                                                           

If you have a special story to tell about something that occurred at the church, we want to know!      
Or, do you know a piece of history that you would like to share?                                                             

Please contact the office and share with us!                                                                                 

 

                                          Firepit Fellowship 

  All are welcome to gather around the camp fire on             
November 5th from 6:00-8:00!                                                            

We will be roasting marshmallows and making smores! 
Meet at the back lawn near the pavilion.                                              

If you would like, bring a chair, beverage and a roasting stick!   

    
                                                        

      Tree Lighting Ceremony at the Emmaus Triangle                                                                                
In honor of our 275th anniversary, we want to share our traditions 
and history with the community!  As our first official anniversary 
event draws near, we are seeking volunteers to hand out lovefeast 

buns, candles, Moravian Stars and possibly hot chocolate to anyone 
who attends the Tree Lighting Ceremony on Saturday, December 4th!  

Call or email the office if you are interested in spreading Christmas 
joy and Christian love!  

God’s Acre Committee 

The God’s Acre Cemetery of our church is settled on the original site of the Moravian Congrega-

tion at Adrain and 3rd Sts.  The cemetery was used by the Moravians from 1743-1868.  It is a place 

of  importance for the Moravians as well as the town of Emmaus.   

We are seeking people to serve on a God's Acre Cemetery Task Force.  The task                                        

force will work through current issues that the cemetery is facing, the most                                        

challenging being how to fix and preserve the tombstones in need of repair.                                                         

The task force will also help with maintaining the cemetery in a way that will                                                                 

preserve it for future generations.   

If you are interested, please contact the office, Griffin Harold or Michael Maurer.  
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Book club meets on the second Monday 
of the month in the Comenius room.   

Everyone is welcome to join us! Call the 
office or see Judy Williamson for info!  

Nov. 8th, We are the Lucky Ones                                          
by Georgia Hunter 

Dec. 13th, Noel Diary 1 by Richard Paul 
Evans 

                                                                              
Our blessing box is located on the side porch of 
the church office and is used frequently. It’s filled 
with non perishable food and other necessities for 
those in need. The box is filled at least weekly. 
Additional donations are kept in the office to re-
plenish as needed.  We are also planning to add 
another Blessing Box.  This box will be for non 
food items and toiletries.  We are now accepting 
donations for both boxes.     

The immediate needs of the Blessing box are:  
ready to eat foods for our homeless community 

(jelly, crackers, cereal bars, etc.)  spaghettios 
(always a favorite), sauce for pasta, soups (no  

tomato soup), and anything for a holiday meal 
(stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, green bean 

casserole ingredients)                                                 
Non food items needed: soap, shampoo, small 
tissue boxes, toilet paper, laundry pods, gloves 

and hats, washcloths, small blankets, etc.                   
It is preferred that you drop off your donations in 
the office or place them near the Blessing box in a 
box or bag. Extra donations will be shared with 
local food banks. Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

Morning Star Auditions 
For all children in grades 3-7, auditions for 

Morning Star will be held Nov. 28th, following 
worship at 11:45 AM in the balcony.  A child is 
eligible if he/she has sung the hymn at a ser-
vice one year at the most.  Beginning Nov. 7th, 
there will be an opportunity to rehearse (in the 
balcony as a group and in masks) Morning Star 

following church on 3 Sundays prior to auditions 
(11/7, 14 and 21).  Children can learn and review 
this beloved Christmas Eve hymn.  Please con-
tact Martha (popicox@rcn.com or 610-442-

2633) if you have any questions. 

Preparing for Advent!  

Advent will soon be here!  The first week-

end of Advent is always a busy one here 

at Emmaus Moravian Church!                     

What activities or traditions will you be 

involved in?   

Saturday, November 27th ~                            

Lovefeast Bun making:                                       

Mixing: 7:00am; Baking:  9:00am                       

Decorating Church and grounds:  9:30am  

Sunday, November 28th ~                        

Getting lovefeast buns ready for                             

distribution:  9:30am                                                           

Candle trimming and Little Shoppers 

shop:  6:00pm  

Call or email the office to get involved!  

 

 

 

mailto:popicox@rcn.com
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All Things Christmas!  

For those of you who are anxious to find out what is happening at Christmas, 

here is your information.  We don’t have all the details finalized, but this is 

what is planned so far!  
 

Thursday, December 23rd ~  

4:00-6:00 ~ Distribution of lovefeast buns, candles and bulletins if you plan on 

joining us via zoom or Facebook for our worship services.  

 

Friday, December 24th ~  

2:00, 4:00, 6:00 and 8:00 In person worship services (masks required).  

Tickets will be required since seating is limited.  The most efficient way to  

reserve seats is to contact family members and reserve a pew for up to 8 

people. If your family is more comfortable with less than 8 people in the pew, 

then please take that into consideration! You must reserve your pew under 

one name (first and last) and tickets will have that family member’s name on 

them.  Lovefeast buns will be given to attendees on the way out of worship 

to enjoy at home (if they make it that far)!   

If you wish to reserve seats, you must email Melissa at                                        

Christmas@emmausmoravian.org by December 13th.  Tickets can be picked up 

in the office (you will receive an email with details) or on Dec. 23rd from 4-6.   

A luminary service will also be held in late December. Details to follow.   

A Blue Christmas Service will be held on Sunday, December 12th at 2:00.   

Volunteers needed  

Christmas time is a big deal around here! How can you be a part of the festivities?                                          
There are numerous areas where EMC can use your help.  Our church has become a special place 
where our community comes together to celebrate and worship the birth of our Savior with us!   

 

December 23rd ~  

Lovefeast Bun making (time to be determined). 

Getting buns ready for distribution:  2-4 

Distributing buns, candles, bulletins 4-6 (and clean up) 

December 24th ~  

There are 4 services where we will need servers: 2:00, 4:00, 6:00, 8:00 (and some clean up afterwards) 

If you are able to join us for one or more of the above, please contact the office, or Sue Adams,                            
Head Sacristan.   
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Sugar Cake and Lovefeast Bun Order Form 

Pick up Saturday, November 13th, 2021 9am-11am                                                                                               
You can email your order to secretary@emmausmoravian.org  or call 610-965-6067 

 

Name and number__________________________________________________________ 
 

Number of Sugar cakes @ $6.00 each ___________________________ 
 

Number of Lovefeast buns @ $6.00 per dz.  ______________________ 
 

Total amount due __________________________________________                                              

All proceeds from this sale go to the Emmaus Moravian Church’s Camp Hope Scholarship Fund.  
This fund helps pay for children to attend Camp Hope every summer.  Camp Hope has been 

greatly affected by COVID and the inability to host overnight camps to youth for 2 years in a row.  
Donations to this fund will support camp by helping kids attend when Camp Hope reopens.    

Christmas Poinsettias 

Christmas Eve will soon be here along with the smell of burning beeswax in the air. The beauty of a tree 

adorned with delicate handmade stars, set aglow by white lights, topped with a majestic Moravian star and 

surrounded by the deep red of the poinsettias. All the visual beauty is but a backdrop for the true beauty of 

the season, the birth of our Savior! 

 

We offer families the opportunity to sponsor poinsettias used in decorating the Sanctuary.                            
Return form with payment (checks payable to Emmaus Moravian Church)                                                             

By Sunday, December 5th, 2021 
 

Your Name and Number___________________________________________________________ 

# of Plants ______ x  $10.00 each = _________________                                                                        

I wish to place my poinsettia: (chose ONE only) 

 

____ In memory of: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

By:  __________________________________________________________________________ or 

 

____ In honor of: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

By: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

____I will pick up the poinsettia after the 8pm Candlelight Service OR 

____Please deliver my poinsettia to a shut-in 

mailto:secretary@emmausmoravian.org
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EMC Treasurer in Training Needed  

EMC is seeking to train a member of our congregation as the next church treasurer. The intent is for 
this individual to eventually assume the responsibilities of the Church Treasurer position, currently 
held by Neill Dekker.  (Neill will mentor the trainee).  The honorarium compensation for the 
Church Treasurer position is currently $1200.00/year.  (Note: Compensation is negotiable).   

Treasurer responsibilities include: 

1) Annual Church Budget - Development and monitoring throughout the fiscal year                                                 
2) Endowments - Distribution development & monitoring performance throughout the year                                           
3) Understanding the various accounts that are used to manage church income and expenses                                     
4) Understanding the treasurer's roles & responsibilities that interface with the roles & responsibili-
ties of the financial bookkeeper (currently Karen Semet)                                                                                                          
5) Budget Reports - Understanding the budget reporting requirements (e.g. Monthly reports to the 
Board of Trustees and annual budget presentation to the joint board for approval, etc.)                                         

This is a key responsibility for our church and can provide anyone with a unique, fun and mission 
essential way to serve our church. Additionally, mentoring in this capacity can help develop finan-
cial skills that can be of benefit in both home and professional settings. If you are interested in this                    
position or have questions, please contact the office. 

Treasurer’s Report for Emmaus Moravian Church – 3rd Quarter (July thru September 2021)  

Income for the 3rd quarter: 

Unified Giving was $58,161 and is $169,949 Year to Date (YTD)  

Common Ministries was $3,220 and is $14,795 YTD 

Plate was $3,164 and is $6,203 YTD 

Emmaus Moravian Preschool was $ 5,827 and is $16,109 YTD 
 

Expenses for the 3rd quarter:  

Salaries were $51,569 and are $145,682 YTD   

Administration was $2,080 and is $ 7,814 YTD 

Facilities were $20,411 and are $44,391 YTD 

Emmaus Moravian Preschool was $6,220 and is $15,249 YTD 
 

Total Income/Expenses YTD: 

Income thru September was $243,681 vs expenses of $ 237,117 

Checking Account stands at $27,262 as of the end of September. 

Investments: Our Investments continue to do well and despite a 1.5% distribution to date, they are up 6.0% 

since the beginning of the year. 

Respectfully submitted, Neill J. Dekker, Treasurer 

 



12 

For Your Information 

Offering envelopes for 2021 are available in the Comenius Room.  Please pick yours up when you 
are here for worship, or stop in the office during the day!  If you have any questions about Offering 
Envelopes, please contact Melissa Heckman, financial secretary 
 

Daily Texts soon available ~ The Daily Texts grew out of a spiritual renewal of the Moravian 
Church (Unitas Fratrum) that dates back to Aug. 13, 1727. The texts were first published in 1731 in                 
Herrnhut, Germany. Today, the Daily Texts continues its promise of “a daily message from God 
that is new every morning.”                                                                                                                          
Paperback $10.00; Large Print $12.00; Hard Cover $14.00; Journal $15.00                                                      

Threatening weather ~ In the event that there is snow or ice on a Sunday morning, please refer to 
our website or Facebook page for cancellations.   

Connect with EMC in various ways:  Facebook, Email, Website and Newsletter.  If you do not                  
receive a monthly newsletter, contact the office.  It can be mailed or emailed to you.  Always know 
what is happening in the life of your church!! Better yet, share this newsletter with a friend so they 
can know what is happening here too!   

Cash Card Program   Do you give gift cards as a gift?  Then think about 
buying them from EMC!   If you need gift cards at any of the stores or res-
taurants listed below, give us a try!  We carry an  inventory of over $8,000 in 
50 different cards for everyday shopping or gift giving!  We have access to 
hundreds more we can order for you and have them in a week. We are 
available every Sunday before church and after church or cards can be pur-
chased in the office.  Cash cards never expire!                                                                 

Typically in stock:  Applebees, Arby’s, Bath & Body Works, Barnes & No-
ble, Best Buy, Cabelas, Carrabba’s, Cracker Barrel, CVS, Dominos, Dunkin Donuts, Giant, Home 
Depot, Itunes, JCPenney, Kohl’s, L.L. Bean, Macy’s, Olive Garden, Outback, Panera, Petsmart, Papa 
Johns, Starbucks, Staples, Subway, Target, TGI Friday’s, Walmart, Weis, Wawa, Wendy’s 

                                                                                                

The Board of World Mission invites you to participate in our 2021 Advent calendar. We are blessed more than 
we will ever know because rarely do we pause to count the blessings. Day by day, as you follow this Advent 
calendar, you will be given an opportunity to count your blessings. But rather than leave it there, this Advent, 
we seek to allow our blessings to bless others.  
As the medical clinic in Ahuas, Honduras celebrates 75 years of blessing others, we invite you to decide how 
much you would like to donate for each of your blessings to help the Board of World Mission support this life-
saving work. Participate on your own, with your family, or with another group of mission-minded people. 
You may not have some of the blessings listed for one day, but be aware that you may count many blessings 
for other days. Find a jar to collect a penny or a nickel for each of these blessings. Perhaps you can afford to 
give more. At the end of Advent, December 24, we will invite you to total up your blessing count and make a 
donation to the Board of World Mission's work. We would count it a blessing to be able to share your bless-
ings with the medical team in Ahuas. 
Follow along with the calendar by downloading the printable version which will be available on the BWM 
website or have the daily prompts sent through email or text. You can also follow along on social media! 
To join via email, send an email with “Advent Calendar” in the subject line to sylvie@moravianmission.org. 
To join via text, send a text message including “Advent Calendar” to (920)495-8995. 


