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146 Main Street, Emmaus, Pa. 18049                                            
Phone 610-965-6067                                

 

 

                                                                                                      
 

 

                                                                                                                             

In essentials unity; in non-essentials liberty; and in all things love! 

2021 Watchword                                                                                                               
Yet, I planted you as a choice vine, from the purest stock.                                                                  

How then did you turn degenerate and become a wild vine?  Jeremiah 2:21  

 

Living in Fellowship, Growing in Christ! 

The Christmas Eve envelope helps Emmaus Moravian Church support various ministries 
held in our church and many community ministries as well.  Emmaus hosts several recovery 
groups, girl scouts, preschool, and other community gatherings.   With these offerings,  the 

church is able to continue giving to the community.   

http://www.emmausmoravian.org/
mailto:pastor@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:secretary@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:popicox@rcn.com
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“The Work of Christmas” 

by Howard Thurman (1899 – 1981) 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among others, 

To make music in the heart. 

 

These words remind us that the Christmas Story is a life-giving and ancient story. Not a  

story published by Dickens in the 1800s. Not something first envisioned by Norman               

Rockwell or Coca Cola. But a story that spans all of the prophet Isaiah (700 years before 

Jesus), the Gospel of Luke (2,000 years before us), and Christmas this year at Emmaus. 

Though, sometimes, it’s easy to forget. 

 

Especially if we confuse Holy Day for holiday. If we exchange gifts but do not change our 

hearts. Or, if we light up trees and houses but are afraid to let our “little light shine.” 

 

For a second year we are celebrating Christmas with a bit less of our usual gaiety.          

Seating is limited. Beeswax candles will be set out for worshippers a little differently. The 

lovefeast will be something you pick up on your way from the sanctuary back out into 

the neighborhood. But, please make no mistake, WE ARE CELEBRATING the ancient and 

life-giving story of how the Undying Love and Living Word of God was born to a poor 

couple in 1st Century Roman Palestine as a gift to the people of the world. WE ARE          

CELEBRATING the life-changing power of the gift of a Savior and the purpose-full life of 

faith we are called to live together in the Savior’s name. And WE ARE CELEBRATING the 

promise and the hope of true and lasting peace on earth. 
 

 

I am challenged and encouraged by Thurman’s poem.          

Challenged to remember that the work of Christmas is not to get 

ready for Christmas. Encouraged to pray that the season of  

Christmas do its work – getting us ready to love and serve one an-

other – making us glad and grateful for that Holy Child.  
 

 

Merry Christmas, 

~Pastor Brian 

 



3 

 

December Worship Opportunities                                                                                                                 
Our worship services are now being held indoors.   

We ask that out of consideration for others, everyone wear a mask.      
 

Wednesday, December 1st ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00-7:30 in the chapel 
 

Sunday, December 5th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship ~  2nd Sunday in Advent 
 

Wednesday, December 8th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00-7:30 in the chapel 
 

Sunday, December 12th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship ~ 3rd Sunday in Advent 
Blue Christmas Worship 2:00 

 

Wednesday, December 15th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00-7:30 in the chapel 
 

Sunday, December 19th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship ~ 4th Sunday in Advent ~ 
Children’s Sunday, Main St. Band in Worship 

 

Wednesday, December 22nd ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00-7:30 in the chapel 
 

Friday, December 24th ~ Christmas Eve ~Worship services at 2:00, 4:00, 6:00, 8:00 
 

Sunday, December 26th ~ No Sunday School; 10:30 Worship 
 

No Wednesday Nite Lite on December 29th 
 

Sunday, January 2nd, 2022 ~ No Sunday School; 10:30 Worship ~                                                              
Holy Communion, Distribution of Watchwords 

  
    All services available live via zoom and available for viewing on Facebook later in the day.                 

Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4429489211 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Eve Details                                                                                                                                    

Friday, December 24th ~ 2:00, 4:00, 6:00 and 8:00 In person worship services (masks required).  

Tickets are required since seating is limited.  You must email Christmas@emmausmoravian.org 

to reserve seats.  The most efficient way to  reserve seats is to contact family members and reserve a 

pew for up to 8 people. If your family is more comfortable with less than 8 people in the pew, then 

please take that into consideration! All services will be the same! Lovefeast buns will be given to  

attendees on the way out of worship to enjoy at home (or in the car!).    

Preparing for Christmas ~                                                                                                                                        

Christmas Tickets can be picked up on the following dates:                                                                                      

Dec. 7th, 9th, 14th, and 16th from 3:00-5:00 in the office. 

If you are joining us via zoom or Facebook on Christmas Eve, you may drive thru the  parking lot 

and pick up lovefeast buns, candles and bulletins on Thursday, December 23rd from 4:00-6:00. 

Christmas tickets will also be available one last time!  You don’t even have to get out of your car!  

Volunteers needed ~ Celebrate the birth of our Savior by serving others!  Contact the office!                                             
December 23rd ~ Lovefeast Bun making (8am-3pm); Getting ready for distribution (2-4);                        
Distributing buns, candles, bulletins 4-6 (and clean up)                                                                             
December 24th ~ Distribution of lovefeast buns after the 6:00 and 8:00 worship services 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4429489211
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Dana Johnson, Norma Rinker, Rev. Rick Bruckart, Frank Reith Sr.,                                  

Ron Hertzog, Bill Leibensperger, Karl Lutz,                                                                                                                
our homebound members, nursing home & assisted living residents                                              
Please uphold these church members and friends in your prayers.                                                              

Dear Emmaus Moravian Friends,                                                                                                 
Thank you very much for all you love and support in the year and a half since Vernon 
has passed.  My family and I appreciate Those who helped bake and serve at his recent 
memorial service.  This pandemic has certainly changed the way we live.  Our family 
wanted to remember Vernon and the memorial service helped us honor him.  Thank  you 
especially to Pastor Brian for his kind words and thought put into the service.   

In Christian love, Gerri, Kristine, Diane and Dawn 

Flower Sponsorships 

December 5th ~                                                                                                            

In loving memory of Marshall and Judy Rau’s anniversary on December 4th, 1965 

and In loving memory of Shirley Reith and Marjorie Gruber by Franklin Reith, Sr.  

December 12th ~ In loving memory of Harriet, Gerald, and Lois Backenstoe and  
Sally Backenstoe Afflerbach by their families 
  

December 19th ~                                                                                                                         

In honor of Ruth Ann and Leon Dries’ anniversary on December 14th and                     

In loving memory of Tee Jay and Joanna, loving parents and grandparents 

Welcome to our church family!  

On November 7th, we welcomed the following members into our church family ~                                                
Elizabeth Gillen, Cameron Harmon, Pat Honszer, Jerome Knauss and Molly Troxell                                        

Congratulations!  

 

On November 21st, we welcomed Alexandra DiCarlo into our church family 
through baptism.  Congratulations to parents Alfonso DiCarlo and Avery Smith 

and big brother, Gaspare!  
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Advent is one of my favorite times of the year! And while I am sad I will not be spending Christmas 
with all of you here at Emmaus this year, I wanted to share a prayer as we enter this season of 
comings, of beginnings, of intentional remembering that ours is a God who is indeed Emmanuel, 
God with us.  

A Prayer for the Holidays 
  

Deliverer of Hope, 
As we begin to deck our halls and watch snow turn our world into a winter wonderland, we          
recognize that this Christmas season does not look like we had imagined. 
A pandemic still looms, keeping us holding many of our loved ones at arm’s length. 
Empty seats remain at our dining room tables, an obtrusive reminder that someone who should still 
be here is missing. 
God who was born among the animals because there was no room for you in the usual places,   
remind us that you are not unaccustomed to very strange, uncomfortable Christmases, and please 
fill us with your overwhelming hope this season. 
  

Prince of Peace, 
This time of year is all too often frenzied, stressful, and restless. 
So, we come to you asking for your peace to flow through us, to ground us during this holy season. 
Lord as small hands fueled on not nearly enough sleep and far too much sugar tug on our sweater 
and coat hems, asking for one more toy, one more minute, or one more treat, 
As family disagreements threaten to turn into full blown arguments over grandma’s special rolls 
and grandpa’s famous ham, 
As expectations fall flat and the disappointments threaten to overwhelm our very existence, 
Would your peace enter our hearts and minds, reminding us that you know what it is like to live in a 
world filled with chaos, and that we are never alone. 
  
Loving Lord, 
Amid all our hustle and bustle, our juggling of obligations, and our high hopes and deep griefs, 
Remind us of the kind of love that was the catalyst for this very season: 
The kind of love that caused Mary to say yes to a terrifying proposition (Luke 1:26-38), 
The kind of love that provoked Joseph to stay despite social expectations (Matthew 1:18-24), 
The kind of love that orchestrated Jesus’ birth to take place in the most unexpected of places and 
times so that you might fully know all the trials this world has to offer (Luke 2:1-7), 
Lord may that same love emanate from us wherever we go. 
  
Bringer of Joy, 
This time of year, we often sing about all the wonders you give us to the happiest of melodies. 
But sometimes it is hard to feel like singing celebrations when our circumstances make it feel as 
though there is nothing to celebrate. 
Lord as we endure things like loss, struggling mental and physical health, financial difficulties, and 
chasm-size divisions that keep us from those we desperately love, 
In the midst of all these things, may we be reminded that you are Emmanuel, you are God with us. 
And may we be filled with all your tidings of comfort and joy, 
Amen.                        
                                                      Mikayla Saurerbrey, student pastor 
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On July 30th, 2022, the Emmaus Moravian Congregation will be 275 years old!                                                  

Events are planned, but we still need people to get involved! Please contact the office if                            
interested.  We will also be putting together a book with our church’s history.                                              

If you have a special story to tell about something that occurred at the church, we want to know!      

Or, do you know a piece of history that you would like to share?                                                             
Please contact the office and share with us!                                                                                 

 

Cemetery News                                                                                                                
We are happy to announce that we have a new cemetery superintendent.  Actually, 
we have 2!  The superintendent job was split in two!  Linda Miller will serve as the 

cemetery’s Record Keeper.  If you have any questions about plots or locations of 
specific graves, Linda would be the person to contact.  Michael Hudak is now the 

Cemetery Manager.  Mike will be overseeing the caretaking of the cemetery.         
Recently he oversaw the removal of several dead trees on the property.  We are 

thankful for these 2 individuals who are taking over these important positions that 
were left vacant due to the passing of Judy Rau.  If you have any questions about 

      Tree Lighting Ceremony at the Emmaus Triangle                                                                                
In honor of our 275th anniversary, we want to share our traditions and    

history with the community!  As our 1st official anniversary event draws 
near, we are seeking volunteers to hand out lovefeast buns, candles and 
Moravian Stars to anyone who attends the Tree Lighting Ceremony on              

Saturday, December 4th!  We will be set up in the triangle from 4pm-7pm.  
Call or email the office if you are interested in spreading                                       

Christmas joy and Christian love!  

Unity Prayer Watch                                                                                                           
Tuesday, December 7th is EMC’s assigned date for the Unity Prayer Watch this year.  Every day of 
every year, Moravian congregations around the world are assigned a day of prayer to ensure that 
the Moravian church is praying 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. To uphold this tradition, EMC is 

asked to fulfill 6 hours of prayer.  Please contact the office for details and to sign up for the follow-
ing times (it can be split into 30 min. sessions: 1-2am, 5-6am, 9-10am, 1-2pm, 5-6pm, 9-10pm 

God’s Acre Committee                                                                                                         
The God’s Acre Cemetery of our church is settled on the original site of the Moravian Congregation 

at Adrain and 3rd Sts.  The cemetery was used by the Moravians from 1743-1868.  It is a place of  
importance for the Moravians as well as the town of Emmaus. We are seeking people to serve on a 

God's Acre Cemetery Task Force.  The task  force will work through current issues that the cemetery 
is facing, the most challenging being how to fix and preserve the tombstones in need of repair. The 

task force will also help with maintaining the cemetery in a way that will                                                   
preserve it for future generations.  If you are interested, please contact the office, Griffin Harold or 

Michael Maurer.  
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We have a new Blessing Box!  Thank you to 

Chuck Shackelford for assembling the box and 
to Chuck and Neill Dekker who installed it.  
Both blessing boxes are located on the side 

porch of the church office.  The 2nd box has al-
lowed us to offer non food items.  The boxes are  
filled weekly. Additional donations are kept in 

the office to replenish as needed.   

The immediate needs for the Blessing Boxes 
are:  ready to eat foods for our homeless com-
munity (jelly, crackers, cereal bars, etc.) spaghet-
tios,  sauce for pasta, soups (no  tomato soup)                                               
Non food items needed: gloves and hats, soap, 
shampoo, small tissue boxes, toilet paper, laun-
dry pods, washcloths, small blankets, etc.                   
It is preferred that you drop off your donations 
in the office or place them near the Blessing box 
in a box or bag. Extra donations will be shared 
with local food banks.                                                
Thank you for your support! 

To those who love our children,                                                                                  

     We are facing some challenges with teachers for Sunday School.  We are committed to 
offering Sunday School to our children.  It is a vital way for them to be a part of our church 
family.  But, we can’t do it without help.  Our current teachers have been teaching for over 10 
years (some closer to 20).  We need help, we need support, we need people like you. Maybe 
you feel you aren’t qualified, but assistant teachers are needed and all you have to do is 
spend one hour interacting and showing Christian love to our children.  As per our policy, we 
need to have 2 adults (or one adult and one young adult) per classroom.  We are in need of a 
weekly assistant for the nursery class (ages 2-5).  And we would like to split our K- 5th grade 
class up.  We need an assistant for grades K-2 and for 3-5.  If we are not able to get assis-
tants, we will need to cancel class for that day.  We hope to split the classes up soon.  You 
can sign up for one Sunday at a time or multiple Sundays.  It will be determined by Friday if 
we have enough staff for that Sunday. Will you help the children of our church?  Please 
reach out to Karen Semet or Melissa Heckman (Sunday School Coordinators) with any ques-
tions or concerns.   

 

Book club meets on the second 
Monday of the month via 

zoom.  Everyone is welcome to 
join us! Call the office or see Ju-

dy Williamson for info!  

Dec. 13th, Noel Diary 1 by Rich-
ard Paul Evans 

Jan. 12th, The Maiden by Alex 
Kikelaides 

Feb. 14th Every Day is a Gift by 
Tammy Duckworth 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
Christmas Eve will soon be here along with the smell of burning beeswax in the air. The beauty of a tree 

adorned with delicate handmade stars, set aglow by white lights, topped with a majestic Moravian star and 
surrounded by the deep red of the poinsettias. All the visual beauty is but a backdrop for the true beauty of 

the season, the birth of our Savior! 

We offer families the opportunity to sponsor poinsettias used in decorating the Sanctuary.                            
Return form with payment (checks payable to Emmaus Moravian Church)                                                             

By Sunday, December 5th, 2021 
 

Your Name and Number___________________________________________________________ 

# of Plants ______ x  $10.00 each = _________________                                                                        

I wish to place my poinsettia: (chose ONE only) 

 

____ In memory of: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

By:  __________________________________________________________________________ or 

 

____ In honor of: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

By: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

____I will pick up the poinsettia after the 8pm Candlelight Service OR 

____Please deliver my poinsettia to a shut-in 

EMC Treasurer in Training Needed  

EMC is seeking to train a member of our congregation as the next church treasurer. The intent is for 
this individual to eventually assume the responsibilities of the Church Treasurer position, currently 
held by Neill Dekker.  (Neill will mentor the trainee).  The honorarium compensation for the 
Church Treasurer position is currently $1200.00/year.  (Note: Compensation is negotiable).   

Treasurer responsibilities include: 

1) Annual Church Budget - Development and monitoring throughout the fiscal year                                                 
2) Endowments - Distribution development & monitoring performance throughout the year                                           
3) Understanding the various accounts that are used to manage church income and expenses                                     
4) Understanding the treasurer's roles & responsibilities that interface with the roles & responsibili-
ties of the financial bookkeeper (currently Karen Semet)                                                                                                          
5) Budget Reports - Understanding the budget reporting requirements (e.g. Monthly reports to the 
Board of Trustees and annual budget presentation to the joint board for approval, etc.)                                         

This is a key responsibility for our church and can provide anyone with a unique, fun and mission 
essential way to serve our church. Additionally, mentoring in this capacity can help develop finan-
cial skills that can be of benefit in both home and professional settings. If you are interested in this                    
position or have questions, please contact the office. 
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For Your Information 

Offering envelopes for 2022 are available in the Comenius Room.  Please pick yours up when you 
are here for worship, or stop in the office during the day!  If you have any questions about Offering 
Envelopes, please contact Melissa Heckman, financial secretary 
 

Daily Texts now available ~ The Daily Texts grew out of a spiritual renewal of the Moravian 
Church (Unitas Fratrum) that dates back to Aug. 13, 1727. The texts were first published in 1731 in                 
Herrnhut, Germany. Today, the Daily Texts continues its promise of “a daily message from God 
that is new every morning.”                                                                                                                          
Paperback $10.00 (in stock); Large Print $12.00 (limited inventory); Hard Cover $14.00 (not in yet); 
Journal $15.00 (not in yet).  If you would like to reserve a copy, call or email the office.                                                    

Threatening weather ~ In the event that there is snow or ice on a Sunday morning, please refer to 
our website or Facebook page for cancellations.   

Connect with EMC in various ways:  Facebook, Email, Website and Newsletter.  If you do not                  
receive a monthly newsletter, contact the office.  It can be mailed or emailed to you.  Always know 
what is happening in the life of your church!! Better yet, share this newsletter with a friend so they 
can know what is happening here too!   

Cash Card Program   Do you give gift cards as a gift?  Then think about 
buying them from EMC!   If you need gift cards at any of the stores or res-
taurants listed below, give us a try!  We carry an  inventory of over $8,000 in 
50 different cards for everyday shopping or gift giving!  We have access to 
hundreds more we can order for you and have them in a week. We are 
available every Sunday before church and after church or cards can be pur-
chased in the office.  Cash cards never expire!                                                                 

Typically in stock:  Applebees, Arby’s, Bath & Body Works, Barnes & Noble, Best Buy, Cabelas, 
Carrabba’s, Cracker Barrel, CVS, Dominos, Dunkin Donuts, Giant, Home Depot, Itunes, JCPenney, 
Kohl’s, L.L. Bean, Macy’s, Olive Garden, Outback, Panera, Petsmart, Papa Johns, Starbucks, Sta-
ples, Subway, Target, TGI Friday’s, Walmart, Weis, Wawa, Wendy’s 

     2021 marked 75 years since the Clínica Evangélica Morava began providing much needed medical care, including maternal 
health, preventative medicine, and emergency surgeries, to the people of the remote La Mosquitia region of Honduras. In June, 
clinic staff, community members, and visitors from the U.S. gathered in celebration of this special anniversary. The event included 
thanks to God for creating and sustaining the medical work, thanks to past and current medical staff, gratefulness to the Board of 
World Mission, the Reformed Church of America and other donors, and expression of the great need addressed by the work of 
this hospital.  In celebration of the 75th anniversary, we have created the "Ahuas Anniversary Fund". The goal of this fund is to 
invest and grow it over time so that it serves as sustainable income for the clinic. You can help us reach this year's special goal of 
$75,000 for the 75th anniversary by making a donation to the "Ahuas Anniversary Fund" today!  
 
Contribute to this fund by sending your donations to: Board of World Mission, 1021 Center Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018. You may 
also make your donation online at MoravianMission.org/Give. Please indicate that your gift is for the “Anniversary Fund.” 

You can also support the Ahuas Clinic this holiday season by participating in the 2021 BWM Advent Calendar. Download the 
printable version at MoravianMission.org/Advent-Calendar, follow along on social media, or have the daily prompts sent through 
email or text. To join via email, send an email with “Advent Calendar” in the subject line to sylvie@moravianmission.org. To join 
via text, send a text message including “Advent Calendar” to (920) 495-8995. 


