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146 Main Street, Emmaus, Pa. 18049                                            
Phone 610-965-6067                                

 

 

                                                                                                      

 

Emmaus Community Assistance Fund- This fund was created to help members of the church and 
community in times of need. This fund is used at the discretion of the pastor and office staff. In the 
past it has helped families and community members facing financial difficulty due to job loss, 
medical issues and other life changing events.  The fund also purchases grocery store gift cards to 
give to those who need immediate help with food.  People are also referred to their local food 
banks.  Our blessing boxes help many people and the CAF helps purchase items for the boxes 
when donations don’t quite fill the need.  Funds are available if you or someone in the church or 
community is in need.  Please reach out to the office for help.  

                                                                                                                             

In essentials unity; in non-essentials liberty; and in all things love! 

 

 

2022Watchword:                                                                                                               
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God.                                              

Romans 8:28 
 

Living in Fellowship, Growing in Christ! 

http://www.emmausmoravian.org/
mailto:pastor@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:secretary@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:popicox@rcn.com
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 Churchgoing 
Recent years have had an unexpected impact on my thinking about prayer, spirituality, commu-

nity, and maybe even church. No, not due to the Pandemic, moreso because nearly every week-

day morning since fall 2019 there has been a gathering of Emmaus Moravians for prayer – some-

times online, sometimes at a diner, at least once on a porch – but not just at church. And it’s been 

something to see a classic spiritual practice like this smack dab in the middle of all the rest of eve-

ryday life. 

I guess I used to think, and still wonder if we feel that church is primarily where we go to do 

church things: to pray, to sing and share faith, to bear our gifts and be reminded of God’s patient 

and faithful bearing with us. After all, when we ask about “going to church,” that’s kind of what 

we mean. 146 Main Street. Which is one reason we struggle with not meeting in person for wor-

ship. It doesn’t sit well with us to “cancel” church. 

But church really isn’t something you can cancel. 

You can persecute it (Acts 8:1-3, Galatians 1:13), you can divide it (I and II Corinthians), you can 

place something other than Christ over it (Colossians 2:6-7), the church may struggle and suffer (I 

and II Thessalonians), but what Jesus builds on the confession, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 

the living God” (Matthew 16:13-19) is a Church that prevails. 

I stumbled across Anglican priest and professor Rev. Dr. Glenn Packiam, who critiques the 

church’s focus on drawing people into its orbit – or just getting people into church. He suggests 

our gatherings be, “training wheels for a life of hospitality and service in the world.” In other 

words, what if church is not just someplace to learn and practice how to go to church? What if 

church is where we gather to learn and practice how to love our neighbors? Packiam concludes 

that a faithful measure of discipleship is not attendance, engagement, or service at church – “but 

how well those things have apprenticed us to live that way in the community.” 

Granted, it may be more comfortable (and comforting) to demonstrate our faith in designated ar-

eas (so-to-speak). After all, in the Gospels, Jesus often went to church/attended synagogue and 

spoke with people of faith about faith. The Disciples/Apostles went and did likewise. But they 

were also down the river, by the lake, in the wilderness, across the street, out to lunch, over the 

hill, on the wrong side of the tracks, at the well… Well, you get the picture. And they shared 

God’s liberating love and wonder-working power with everyone they met in all those places, too. 

I believe it was Rev. Darryl Bell (1948 – 1919), a Moravian church planter I once heard say, “Jesus 

didn’t tell the world to go to church. He told the church to go to the world.” 

What might it look like for us in 2022 (our 275th Anniversary) to keep going, to go further, to 

reach out to neighbors and remember that this community was a shared vision and labor of love 

started by people apprenticed to Jesus – in other words, a church? 

Yours for His Sake, 
Pastor Brian 
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Worship Opportunities                                                                                                                 
Our worship services are being held indoors when the boards and staff feel it is safe to do so.     

We have been virtual for most of January, but our hope and plan is to have in person worship be-
ginning on February 6th.  We ask that out of consideration for others, everyone wear a mask.      

 

 

Wednesday, February 2nd ~ 7:00 Wednesday Nite Lite in chapel 
 

Sunday, February 6th ~ Sunday School 9:00; Worship 9:30; Church Council 11:00  
 

Wednesday, February 9th ~ 7:00 Wednesday Nite Lite in chapel 
 

Sunday, February 13th ~ 9:00 Sunday School, 10:30 Worship 
 

Wednesday, February 16th ~ 7:00 Wednesday Nite Lite in chapel 
 

Sunday, February 20th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 worship 
 

Wednesday, February 23rd ~ 7:00 Wednesday Nite Lite in chapel 
 

Sunday, February 27th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship 

                                                 Flower Sponsorships 

February 6th ~ In loving memory of Shirley Reith and Margie Gruber                                             

by Franklin Reith, Sr.     

February 13th ~ In loving memory of Dawn Harman Corbett by Jeanne & Andy Harakal  

and In loving memory of Lucille Costello by her grandchildren 

February 20th ~  no sponsors 

February 27th ~ In loving memory of Parents, Bob & Alberta Robbing by Carolyn Carter                                                       

 

Are you ready to have a place in the week that your 
faith is reaffirmed and rejuvenated?  Do you wish to 
participate more in your church? Are Sundays difficult 
to attend?  Maybe you need Wednesday Nite Lite!         
5 Ingredient Fix is a Food Network show where tasty 
meals are prepared with just five ingredients. This and 
our weekday morning prayer are the inspiration for 
Wednesday Nite Lite, a mid-week worship service 
held from 7:00-7:30. The plan is to keep them short, 
sweet, and soulful: one song, one prayer, one reading, 
one  reflection, and one call to action.  Gatherings are 
held in the Chapel (we will social distance and wear 
masks).  Service accessible via Zoom (same log in as 
Sundays). If this is something that you or someone 
you know is interested in, we would love to see you!  

What is your daily 
prayer ritual? Would you like to con-
nect with other church members and 
pray for the needs of the church, com-

Join us!  Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
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Barry Brown (brother in law to Ray and Sandy Erb), Norma Rinker,                         
Rev. Rick Bruckart, Frank Reith Sr.,                                                                                            

our homebound members, nursing home & assisted living residents                                                      
Please uphold these church members and friends in your prayers.                                                              

                                       On January 15th, Ronald Hertzog entered the more                           

immediate presence of his savior.  A celebration of Ron’s life 

will be held on Saturday June 11th, 2022 at the Kellar Farm.  

Please keep his wife, Bette and their children in your prayers.   
 

Karl Lutz was taken to his heavenly home on January 20th.       

Please uphold his loving companion, Grace Morrell and Karl’s                                             

family in your prayers.   

 

Bill Leibensperger peacefully went to be with his Lord on             

January 26th.  We ask that his wife Eileen and Bill’s family      

be held in prayer at this difficult time.   

As we enter into the second month of this new year, I wanted to share a quick prayer that I  
had written for 2022. These last few years have been overwhelming and filled with incredible 
hardship, so I pray each of you find gentleness, love, compassion, and kindness this month  
and every month of the new year!   
 

May your 2022 be gentle. 
May you stand confidently in the knowledge that you are still standing. 
May you be overwhelmed with the peace that surpasses all understanding. 
May you be as compassionate with yourself as you are to others. 
May you find the ability to offer kindness, offer acceptance, offer love to 
everyone you meet. 
May you grow into your knowledge of unjust systems and stand with those 
our systems try so hard to oppress. 
May you find hope where you never expected hope to be found. 
And may you live this next year knowing you are loved, you are cared for, 
and you are enough.  
Amen.  
 

Blessings, Mikayla Sauerbrey, Student Pastor 
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We have a new Blessing Box!  Both blessing 

boxes are located on the side porch of the 
church office.  The 2nd box has allowed us to 

offer non food items.  The boxes are  filled 
weekly. Additional donations are kept in the 

office to replenish as needed.   

The Blessing Box immediate needs are:    
ready to eat foods for our homeless                      
community (peanut butter, jelly, crackers,     
cereal bars, etc.) spaghettios,  sauce for pasta, 
soups (no  tomato soup), canned tuna                                                                               
Non food items needed: winter gloves, soap, 
shampoo, tissues, toilet paper, laundry pods, 
can openers, washcloths, small blankets   

Donations can be brought to church on      
Sundays, or be dropped off in the office.        
If no one is in the office, boxes or bags can be 
left on the porch to be sorted later.  Extra    
donations will be shared with local food 
banks.  Thank you!  

 

Book club will continue to meet via zoom on the 

2nd Monday of the month at 7pm. Please call the 

office or Judy Williamson for info. All readers are 

welcome to join our informal discussions.  

Feb. 14th ~                                                                                
Every Day is a Gift by Tammy Duckworth 

March 14th ~  The German Midwife:  A Novel                                 
by Mandy Robotham 

April 11th ~ Anxious People by Fredrick Backman 

May 9th ~ Girls from the Beach by Andie Newton 

June 13th ~ The House We Grew Up In                                         
by Lisa Jewell 

July 11th ~ The Pilot’s Daughter by Audrey J. Cole 
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  Sunday School Teachers Needed                                                                               

We are facing some challenges with teachers for Sunday School.  We are committed to offering 
Sunday School to our children.  It is a vital way for them to be a part of our church family.  But, 
we can’t do it without help!  Maybe you feel you aren’t qualified, but all that is required of you is 
to spend one hour a week interacting and showing Christian love to our children.  We are in need 
of assistants for the nursery class (ages 2-5) and for grades K-5.   You can sign up for one Sunday 
at a time or multiple Sundays.  If you would like the sign up genius link, contact the office.  Can 
you share God’s love with the kids of EMC?  Please reach out to Karen Semet or Melissa Heck-
man (Sunday School Coordinators) with any questions or concerns.   

 

 

 

 

   Preschool Open House  

Thursday, February 17th from 6:30-7:30  

Open to all families interested in the preschool program! 

Masks are required for the Open House 
 

                                                           Preschool Registration                                                                                                       
Preschool Registration at EMC for the 2022/2023 school year will be held on Tuesday,                   
February 17th from 6:30-7:30pm.  Arrive any time between 6:30 and 7:30 to tour the              
classrooms and meet the teachers.  Programs are for children ages 3-5.                                                    
Maximum Class Size is 15 with one head teacher, and one asst. teacher for all classes.   

 Classes available:  Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:00am-2:00pm 
Pre-registration for the Tuesday/Thursday program is required.  The days are filled with 
learning, crafts, large motor skills and small motor skills.  We learn about the weather, letters, 
numbers, shapes and various themes throughout the year.  Children pack a lunch (refrigerator 
available).  This program runs from Sept. – June.  A $50.00 deposit is required for registra-
tion. Tuition is paid in 10 monthly installments of $175.00.  EMC members are offered a 15% 
discount.  A 10% discount is offered to families having 2 or more children enrolled.  
  

Mondays and/or Wednesdays 9:00am-2:00pm  
This is a unique program because it allows families many options.  Pre-registration spaces are 
available or, you can also sign up on a weekly basis.  Pre-registration children pay whether they 
are able to attend or not, but are guaranteed a spot.  Children that sign up weekly only pay 
when they attend, but they are not guaranteed a spot every week.  You can choose one or both 
days, and sign up sheets are available 4 weeks ahead of time.  The program has the same edu-
cational level as the Tues/Thurs. class.  Children pack a lunch. The cost is $86.00 per month 
(for one day option) or 175.00 for 2 day option, or $25.00 per day.  This program runs from 
September to June.   
  

Various classes are offered during the summer.  All Summer classes are sign up only.  
For more information, please visit our website www.emmausmoravian.org or call the church                  
office to speak with Melissa at 610-965-6067   

http://www.emmausmoravian.org
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For Your Information 

Church Council ~ February 6th ~Please note the change in worship time!  Worship will be held at 
9:30 and church council will begin in the sanctuary at  approximately 10:30.  Plan on joining us for 
this informative and important meeting in the life of your church! Zoom will also be available.  If 
you are logged into zoom for church, you can stay logged in for council!  
 

AARP ~ Every Tuesday from February 8th—April 5th, AARP will be at EMC to assist seniors with 
their taxes.  Appointments are available from 9:00am-12:00pm.  The secretary can not schedule                 
appointments.  In order to make an appointment, please come in on Tuesdays before 12:00.    
   

Offering envelopes for 2022 are available in the office.  If you have any questions about Offering 
Envelopes, please contact Melissa Heckman, financial secretary 
 

Daily Texts now available ~ The Daily Texts grew out of a spiritual renewal of the Moravian 
Church (Unitas Fratrum) that dates back to Aug. 13, 1727. The texts were first published in 1731 in                 
Herrnhut, Germany. Today, the Daily Texts continues its promise of “a daily message from God 
that is new every morning.”                                                                                                                          
Available:  Paperback $10.00; Hard Cover $14.00  
        

Threatening weather ~ In the event that there is snow or ice on a Sunday morning, please refer to 
our website or Facebook page for cancellations.  On occasion, we might cancel Sunday School but 
still have worship.  This allows time for our parking lot and sidewalks to be cleared.  Even if the 
roads are in good condition, there are times when the parking lot and sidewalks still are not safe.  
Thank you for your understanding as we enter this winter season!     
                                         

Connect with EMC in various ways:  Facebook, Email, Website and Newsletter.  Are you on our 
emailing list?  Please supply the office with your email so you can receive up to date information 
about services, funerals, etc.  Always know what is happening in the life of your church!!                   
Better yet, share this newsletter with a friend so they can know what is happening here too!   

Cash Card Program   Cash cards aren’t just for gifts!  If you frequent a store or restaurant, you can 
purchase gift cards from the church and use them as cash!  EMC gets a percentage of each gift card 
sale.  We carry an  inventory of over $8,000 in 50 different cards for everyday shopping or gift giv-
ing!  We have access to hundreds more we can order for you and have them in a week.  Sales hap-
pen every Sunday before and after worship in the chapel lobby.  Cash cards never expire!                                                                                                                                 

Typically in stock:  Applebees, Arby’s, Bath & Body Works, Barnes & Noble, Best Buy, Cabelas, 
Carrabba’s, Cracker Barrel, CVS, Dominos, Dunkin Donuts, Giant, Home Depot, Itunes, JCPenney, 
Kohl’s, L.L. Bean, Macy’s, Olive Garden, Outback, Panera, Petsmart, Papa Johns, Starbucks, Sta-
ples, Subway, Target, TGI Friday’s, Walmart, Weis, Wawa, Wendy’s 

 
                                                           



8 

 

On July 30th, 2022, the Emmaus Moravian Congregation will be 275 years old!    

Our “big” event will be held on Sunday, July 31st.                                                                           

We will be (hopefully) hosting a Lovefeast during our special 9:30 worship service.                                          
A picnic with lots of activities are planned for after the service.                                                          

We  need people to get involved! Please contact the office if interested!                                                    

Our next meeting is Thursday, February 10th, 2022   

EMC Treasurer in Training Needed  

EMC is seeking to train a member of our congregation as the next church treasurer. The intent is for 
this individual to eventually assume the responsibilities of the Church Treasurer position, currently 
held by Neill Dekker.  (Neill will mentor the trainee).  The honorarium compensation for the 
Church Treasurer position is currently $1200.00/year.  (Note: Compensation is negotiable).   

Treasurer responsibilities include: 

1) Annual Church Budget - Development and monitoring throughout the fiscal year                                                 
2) Endowments - Distribution development & monitoring performance throughout the year                                           
3) Understanding the various accounts that are used to manage church income and expenses                                     
4) Understanding the treasurer's roles & responsibilities that interface with the roles & responsibili-
ties of the financial bookkeeper (currently Karen Semet)                                                                                                          
5) Budget Reports - Understanding the budget reporting requirements (e.g. Monthly reports to the 
Board of Trustees and annual budget presentation to the joint board for approval, etc.)                                         

This is a key responsibility for our church and can provide anyone with a unique, fun and mission 
essential way to serve our church. Additionally, mentoring in this capacity can help develop finan-
cial skills that can be of benefit in both home and professional settings. If you are interested in this                    
position or have questions, please contact the office. 

God’s Acre Committee                                                                                                         
The God’s Acre Cemetery of our church is settled on the original site of the Moravian Congrega-

tion at Adrain and 3rd Sts.  The cemetery was used by the Moravians from 1743-1868.  It is a place 
of  importance for the Moravians as well as the town of Emmaus. We are seeking people to serve 
on a God's Acre Cemetery Task Force.  The task  force will work through current issues that the 

cemetery is facing, the most challenging being how to fix and preserve the tombstones in need of 
repair. The task force will also help with maintaining the cemetery in a way that will                                       

preserve it for future generations.  If you are interested, please contact the office, Griffin Harold or 
Michael Maurer.  
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Sugar Cake and Lovefeast Bun Order Form 

Pick up Saturday, February 12th, 2022 9am-11am 

You can email your order to secretary@emmausmoravian.org or call 610-965-6067 

 

Name and number_______________________________________ 

 

Number of Sugar cakes @ $6.00 each ___________________________ 

 

Number of Lovefeast buns @ $6.00 per dz.  ______________________ 

 

Total amount due __________________________________________ 

Camp Hope is ready to Welcome you back!  

Visit www.camphope.org for more info! 

2022 Grade Level Conferences: 

Pre-Primary—June 29th-July 2nd  (completed 1st and 2nd grades) 

Primary—July 31st– August 6th (completed 3rd and 4th grades) 

Middler— July 3rd-9th (completed 5th and 6th grades) 

Junior High—July 10th-16th (completed 7th and 8th grades) 

Sr. High– July 24th-30th  (completed grades 9-12) 
 

2022 Specialty Camps: 

Young Adult Mission—June 13th-19th (ages 18-25) No Cost!  

Musical Theater—July 17th-23rd (completed grades 5th-9th) 

Swimming—July 17th-23rd (completed grades 3rd-6th) 

Junior Lifeguarding August 7th-13th (completed grades 5th-8th) 

Outdoor Explorer August 7th-13th (completed grades 5th-8th) 

Cooking and Baking August 7th-13th (completed grades 5th-8th) 
 

For the summer of 2022, the Board of Management is requiring that all staff, volun-

teers, and campers be fully vaccinated against Covid-19. Proof of                 vac-

cination status must be provided prior to arrival at camp. Depending on the rate of 

transmission at the time of each session, other layers of protection may be re-

quired, including wearing masks indoors and outdoors when appropriate distancing 

can not be maintained. Camp Hope is following all recommendations from the 

American Camp Association, the CDC, New Jersey’s Department of Health, and 

Warren County’s Department of Health. 

mailto:secretary@emmausmoravian.org
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Treasurer’s Report for 2021 

2021 was a truly amazing year financially with every budgeted income item at or exceeding expectations. 
 

In addition to a most generous grant from the Lehigh Valley Community Foundation we received a                              
$5,000 bequest from the estate of Suzanne Mutchler. 
 

Unified Giving, Plate and Christmas exceeded expectations by almost $ 14,000.  
 

Emmaus Moravian Preschool had a significant increase over budget due to efforts to increase enrollment.  
 

Other Income had an increase due primarily to a $3,235 profit from the Rummage Sale. 
 

Endowment Income was exactly as budgeted, since we set the figure at the beginning of the year, in this case 
2% of the last 5 years average balance.  
 

Salaries were slightly over budget as a result of increased staff activity.  
 

Common Ministries reflected an extra $5,000 that we donated to help other congregations that were not as 
fortunate as we were. In addition we met our yearly assessment for the twelfth straight year.  
 

Emmaus Moravian Preschool was over budget but so was income. 
 

Programs/Special Purpose was over budget. The Joint Board recommended we make unbudgeted donations 
to Neighbors Helping Neighbors ($1,500) and to Moravian Open Door ($350).  In the past we had Joyful 
Noise collections to support these important causes. 
 

The Endowment distribution was exactly as budgeted. About three quarters went to cover Cemetery expenses 
and the rest was used to increase our Maintenance Sinking Fund and Outreach Fund. 
 

We completed $44,031 in Special Projects which included Interior/Exterior Painting, a new tile floor in Fel-
lowship Hall, an IT upgrade to our ability to present virtual worship, and the purchase of a new keyboard. 
The majority of these expenses were covered by donations and a $5,000 Grant from the Larger Life Founda-
tion. The increase over budget was due primarily to the unbudgeted IT initiative and the purchase of a new 
keyboard. 
 

Overall, we still finished the year with a $ 19,516 surplus.  
 

Equity Summary: 

Balances in our three (3) checking accounts increased by almost $19,000 primarily due to the Operating 
budget surplus. Special Fund balances increased by over $12,000 due to a return of unused endowment funds 
and considerable Memorial donations. Despite a 2% distribution (withdrawal) our Endowments gained         
$122,758 due to a good Stock Market and strategic investing with the Moravian Ministries Foundation. 
 

For 2022 a balanced budget is proposed. Projections mirror actual 2021 results with a few modifications.                          
I will have more to say when I present the proposed 2022 budget at the Church Council Meeting.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, Neill J. Dekker, Treasurer 


