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146 Main Street, Emmaus, Pa. 18049                                            
Phone 610-965-6067                                

 

                                                                                                      

 

Emmaus Moravian Church’s Christian Education ~  This fund helps with the purchasing of             
educational materials for Sunday School and it is also us for various CE and youth activities for 

our members and our community.  

   

 

 
 

2022 Watchword:                                                                                                              
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God.                                              

Romans 8:28 

 

Living in Fellowship, Growing in Christ! 

 
The Moravian Motto: 

In essentials unity, In non-essentials liberty, and in all things love!  

http://www.emmausmoravian.org/
mailto:pastor@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:secretary@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:popicox@rcn.com
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Pilgrimage Toward Racial Justice & Healing 

September 13th – 16th, Student Pastor Mikayla and I will travel to Alabama with a group of 70 

modern-day pilgrims on the road Toward Racial Justice & Healing. 

The 2018 Synod of the Moravian Church Northern Province (MCNP) called on the Provincial      

Elders to require and provide for anti-racism training for pastors, licensed ministers, and candi-

dates for ordination, and to support congregations in this important work. Synods are the highest 

legislative judicatory in the province. Our Synods are also gatherings of prayerful leadership. The 

2018 MCNP Synod affirmed that the gospel of Jesus Christ is good news for all people, and that             

racism is a sin we must strive together to overcome. Our Province followed through by organizing 

a week of training in Montgomery, Alabama for clergy and candidates. On this Pilgrimage Toward 

Racial Justice & Healing, we will worship, study, and pray, visit museums and memorials (Rosa 

Parks, the Equal Justice Initiative Legacy Museum, and Dexter Avenue King Memorial). We will be 

accompanied by Dr. Catherine Meeks, Executive Director of the Absalom Jones Center for Racial 

Healing (Dr. Meeks is a recipient of both the Presidential Lifetime Achievement and the                 

Presidential Volunteer Service Awards). 

In a letter to participants, these hoped-for-outcomes were lifted up: that the Holy Spirit, through 

the shared experience of the pilgrimage, transform the hearts and minds of those who attend; that 

they ‘experience a deepening of faith rooted in a commitment to racial justice and an understand-

ing of [faith] that recognizes the inherent dignity and worth of all,’ and that from this beginning, 

the MCNP and its congregations will claim the work of racial justice and healing, and active                    

engagement in the work of justice as integral to our identity. 

Writing on the history and theology of pilgrimage in “The Sacred Journey,” Charles Foster defines 

it as, “wandering after God… with the beloved nomads and the kingdom-preaching wanderings of 

Jesus.” Pilgrimage is a journey “there and back again.” It’s hitting the road and being on The Way 

(as following Jesus was first known). And it is hoped that pilgrimage may be a faith encounter with 

real people in real places beyond the edge of familiarity, “not by navel-gazing or the cozy confirma-

tion of the people you’ve selected over years because they agree with you, but by meeting the gaze 

of Jesus in the strangers on the road.” 

Please pray for safe travels, for tenderness and courage, for the guidance and instruction of the 

Spirit, and for days ahead when Mikayla and I look forward to sharing with you the treasures of 

these travels. 

                                              Life is a highway, Pastor Brian 
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Worship Opportunities                                                                                                                 
Throughout these next couple of months, we will determine each week  if worship will be held  

indoors or outside in the pavilion.  To allow staff, sacristans and members time to adjust, the              
decision will typically be made by Friday and emailed to the congregation (along with other                

service information).   When outside, benches are available, but you are welcome to bring chairs.   
   

Upcoming Worship Opportunities    

Wednesday, August 31st ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 in the chapel 

Sunday, September 4th ~ 9:30 Worship 

Wednesday, September 7th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 in the chapel 

Sunday, September 11th ~ 9:00 Sunday School Open House                                                                                
10:30 Worship ~ installation of Sunday School teachers; Blessing of the Backpacks 

Wednesday, September 14th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 in the chapel 

Sunday, September 18th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship 

Wednesday, September 21st ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 in the chapel 

Sunday, September 25th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship;                                                                    
Blessing of the Animals 2:00 in the pavilion 

Wednesday, August 24th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 in the chapel 

Sunday, August 28th ~ Worship 9:30  

All services are available live via zoom and available later in the day on Facebook.                                       
Go to www.zoom.us, Click on “Join a meeting”                                                                                                    

                                                                                                 
Barbara Giesler (mother of Pastor Chris), Ticia Herald, Rev. Diane Joseph, Lyn Fron-

tino, Rev. Rick Bruckart, our homebound members, & nursing home residents                                                          
Please uphold these church members and friends in your prayers.                                                              

                                                   Flower Sponsorships                                                                                                         

September 4th ~ In loving memory of Ruth & Walter Stoudt by their family and                            
In loving memory of Edwin W. Worman by son, Ronald 

September 11th ~ In loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. Rector Henry by Michael & Meda Henry 
and  In loving memory of Franklin & Shirley Reith and Marjorie Gruber                                      

by Cathie & Paul Ingram  

September 18th ~ No sponsorships 

September 25th ~ In loving memory of Gregory Feldman                                                                        
by his parents, Janet & Ken Feldman                                                                                          

and In loving memory of Janet Unser by Charlotte & Dave Unser 

http://www.zoom.us
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The Sanctuary Choir and Peals of Joy Hand Bell Choir 
 

   After  a long break due to Covid, many are eager and enthusiastic    
   about starting to rehearse and provide music for worship again.  The   
   music ministry at Emmaus Moravian has a long, cherished history and  
   we would love to “swell the ranks!”  The choirs are truly family with  
   one another and would welcome new members.   
 

   Choirs will begin rehearsals on Thursday, September 8th.   
 

The Sanctuary Choir meets Thursday evenings from 7:30-9 PM in the balcony from Sept.-May.                    
If you like to sing, please join us! 
 

Peals of Joy has been in existence for more than 26 years!  They meet every Thursday from 6:15-
7:15 PM in the chapel, providing special music throughout the church year.  Let me know if you 
are interested in joining.  There is plenty of assistance if you are new to bells but have some                  
familiarity with reading notes.  It is truly fun and inspirational to be part of this group! 
 

If interested in joining a choir, please contact Martha Cox Popichak at 610-442-2633 (text or call)  or 
email popicox@rcn.  If you know any of the choir members/ringers, feel free to let them know of 
your interest.  You are welcome to speak with me after a Sunday service as well. 
 

May God’s gift of music enrich your life in many ways! 
 

Martha Cox-Popichak, Music Director 

 
Mission Insight Workshop II with Dr. Jill Peters 

 

Please join us Wednesday, September 28 from 6-8 to share and discuss the findings of our Caleb     
Report conversations with community partners. These, together with insights from detailed studies 
of the 2-miles around the church building, and further coaching from Dr. Jill Peters, are helping us 
discover and deepen connections with our neighbors. If you missed the first session, MissionInsite 
is a resource provided by the Moravian Church Northern Province and facilitated by Dr. Peters 
(Missional Leadership Developer, Moravian Theological Seminary). Jill has led studies with over 80 
congregations in five states, and we would be happy to have you come and see what all the                 
excitement is about for session II. 
 

 
In Christ's Abiding Love, Pastor Brian 

 
 
 

"We must establish personal connection with each other.  
Connection before content.  Without relatedness, no work can occur." 

~Peter Block, The Answer to How is Yes: Acting on What Matters 
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275th Anniversary Celebration 

God’s Acre Tour 

In honor of our 275th anniversary, we are hosting a tour of God's Acre on September 24th at 10 

a.m. The tour will include a brief history of the settlers who came to Emmaus and who they were.   
We will cover the beginnings of the church community in Emmaus, its burial practices, living             

conditions and community life.  There will be an explanation of the “choir system” and you will see 
the graves of twelve revolutionary war veterans as well as various other graves of historical interest 
with family histories.  If there is a particular ancestor of interest who is buried at God's Acre, let us 

know.  The tour will meet at the original place of the Emmaus Moravian Church ~ God’s Acre 
(located at Third and Adrain Sts.) and be led by Jeanne Harakal.  Please RSVP to the church office.  

 

Pictorial Directory ~ The pictorial directory is now being created!  We want to preserve the history 
that is happening right now!  If you missed getting your picture taken, please contact the office 

asap.  Directories will be ready in October and must be ordered ahead of time!                                                            
 

EMC Souvenirs ~  Still available:                                                                                                          
hand painted Christmas ornaments $20.00;                                                                                     

a puzzle of the church $25.00                                                                                                
History Booklet $5.00                                                                                                        

 

God’s Acre Committee                                                                                                         
The God’s Acre Cemetery of our church is settled on the original site of the Moravian Congregation 
at Third and Adrain Sts.  The cemetery was used by the Moravians from 1743-1868.  It is a place of  
importance for the Moravians as well as the town of Emmaus. We are seeking people to serve on a 
God's Acre Cemetery Task Force.  The task  force will work through current issues that the ceme-

tery is facing, the most challenging being how to fix and preserve the tombstones in need of repair. 
The task force will also help with maintaining the cemetery in a way that will                                               

preserve it for future generations.  If you are interested, please contact the office, Jeanne Harakal               
or Michael Maurer.  

 

                                                                                                                             
We need your donations!  Our Blessing Boxes are running low!  We 
no longer have back up supplies for many items typically placed in 
the Blessing Boxes.  Now, more than ever, people are in need of        
essentials.   

The Blessing Box immediate needs are: Ready to eat foods for our 
homeless community (saltine or ritz crackers, cereal bars, individual 
fruit cups or applesauce), jelly, spaghettios, pasta and sauce for pas-
ta, snacks for kids, soup, canned tuna, canned veggies                                                                                       
Non food items needed: soap, shampoo, tissues, toilet paper, laun-
dry pods or detergent, can openers, washcloths and towels.  
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Christian Education News 

Kick off Camp Fire ~ We will be hosting a Kickoff Campfire on Friday,                  

September 9th from 6-8.  This campfire is open to anyone!  It is a kickoff to the 

fall season and all that will be happening at EMC over the next few months.  

Come out and meet new friends, or bring some of your friends!   

The CE committee will provide hot dogs and traditional smores.   

We suggest you bring: drinks, a chair, and any smore “twist” 

that you love (maybe your family puts peanut butter cups on 

your smores)! Or, you can just enjoy the traditional smore!  

We are excited to see our Sunday School friends again!  We hope 

you join us! RSVP to the office if possible!  

 

Sunday School Open House ~ We will have an Open House to    

start off the  Sunday School year on September 11th at 9:00.  

All are welcome! We will have a light breakfast available and 

spend some time introducing the teachers and visiting the 

classrooms!  We will also sing some songs, including a song  

or two from VBS!   

 

Kids in Worship!  After Open House, we hope you can join us for 

worship at 10:30. The kids will sing a VBS song and we will have a 

Blessing of the Backpacks.  Bring your backpack (or whatever you 

take to school or day care) to worship and receive blessings for 

the school year.  

 

Adult Sunday School Class ~ You are invited to join our first session 
from Sept. 18th-Oct. 30th, 9-10am in the Moravian Room:  

“Our Great Exchange: Your Life. His Gift. Our Purpose”  As residents living 

and working each day in God’s household, this study explores why God 

entrusts us to be managers of—and collaborators in—such a restoration 

project. This inspiring and helpful journey reveals the characteristics 

God is cultivating in and through us as we become the people God     

created us to be.  Class will be led by Pastor Brian.   

 

Blessings of the Animals ~ On Sunday, September 25th at 2:00, 

we will gather in the pavilion to bless our pets!  Each pet will 

be blessed by Pastor Brian individually.  Please keep all pets on 

leashes or in cages.  If your pet does not get along with other 

animals, please contact the office to make arrangements. In 

case of inclement weather, we will gather in Fellowship Hall.  

We can’t wait to meet the other members of your family!  
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Our Book Club continues to meet via zoom on the 2nd Monday of the month at 7pm.  We would 

love to have new readers join us!  Call the office or Judy Williamson for zoom info. All readers  

welcome to join our informal discussions.                                                                                                

September 12th ~ Unmissing by Minka Kent                                                                                                                         

October 10th ~ The Secrets of Midwives by Sally Hepworth                                                                                                            

November 14th ~ The Kitchen Front by Jennifer Ryan                                                                                            

December 12th ~ Comfort and Joy by Kristin Hannah 

 

  

Vacation Bible School ~ It has been a few weeks 
since VBS has wrapped up, but my heart is full of 
thankfulness and joy for an amazing VBS week! 
This email comes with a big hug full of grateful-
ness and love to each and everyone of you. No 
matter in what capacity you participated, I felt 
the support of my whole EMC family. This year 
was challenging in its own way, of course, but 
God kept the focus where it needed to be. It always amazes me how when-
ever an obstacle is in front of me while planning, God provides His help and 
guidance to find a solution. His hand is certainly in all we do! 
   We were able to serve a record number of kids this year. We had 50 regis-
ter, of which 46 participated. 12 of our kids were related to EMC in some 
way, and 34 were from the community. It is certainly a blessing to be able 
to introduce so many kids to the EMC community. The picture of the kids 
lifting their illuminated lighthouses while singing, Arise, Shine, will forever 
be in my heart! With love and thankfulness to you all, Kay 

Operation Christmas Child ~ The season of filling shoe-
boxes for children around the world is fast approaching. 
Emmaus Moravian Church will once again be partici-
pating in this fall. We are in need of your donations!  
We need items such as: small toys, stuffed animals, 
school items – notebooks, pencils, pens, crayons, colored 
pencils, markers, soap and wash cloth, toothbrushes, 
balls, cars, new socks, new underwear, new shirts, tote-
bags, bandanas. Donations are not limited to the items 
listed. Any item that you feel a child 2-14 would benefit 
from, any item that you feel moved to donate would be 

appreciate. Items do not have to be new, but please make sure they are only 
gently used and in good shape. Clothing should be new. If you have any ques-
tions about suitability, please email Diane Lint at lintd@ptd.net.  Donations 
can be brought to the church narthex or office. Packing the shoeboxes will 
happen October 30th.   

mailto:lintd@ptd.net
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Preschool Registration for the 2022/2023 school year still open!                             
Classes available:                                                                                                                      
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:00am-2:00pm *very limited spaces                                                          
Pre-registration for the Tuesday/Thursday program is required.  The day is filled with learning 
(letters, numbers, shapes, kindergarten preparedness), crafts, large motor skills, small motor 
skills. Children pack a lunch (refrigerator available).  The program runs from Sept.– June.                        
A $50.00 deposit required for registration.  Tuition is paid in 10 monthly installments of $175. 
15% discount for EMC members; 10% discount for families with multiple children enrolled.   

Mondays or Wednesdays 9:00am-2:00pm                                                                                     
This is a unique program because it allows families options.  Pre-registration spaces are availa-
ble or, you can also sign up on a weekly basis.  You can choose one or both days, and sign up 
sheets are available 4 weeks ahead of time.  The program has the same educational level as the 
Tues/Thurs. class.  Children pack a lunch. The cost is $86.00 per month (for one day option) or 
175.00 for 2 day option, or $25.00 per day.  This program runs from Sept. to June.                                 

Contact the office for more information or to schedule a tour!  

 

Grief Workshop at St. Johns UCC  

Sylvia Havlish will hold a 6 week long workshop beginning Wednesday,  

September 14th— October 19th. She has run many grief support groups over 

the years at Emmaus Moravian Church.  Sylvia is also open for counseling 

individual grief clients at no cost thanks to Lutheran Congregational Services.  

Call Sylvia at 610-395-5045 to register 

Heritage Festival ~ On September 17th, Emmaus Moravian will be participating in the Heritage 
Festival, an annual Heritage Alliance event, held at the Emmaus Historical Society. The Festival 
will begin at 11 a.m. with a "Town Crier" announcement preceded by a trumpet flourish. The Brass 
Choir will be performing on the front porch from 11:30 to 12:00 noon. The Church will also have a 
table in the backyard which will include beeswax candles and red crepe paper for the children to 
decorate them. Other participants will be the 1803 House, the Shelter House, the Emmaus Public 
Library, the Emmaus Historical Society and the Emmaus Main Street Partners. Other activities will 
be a cake walk, "colonial games", a quilter, basket weaver, loom demonstrator,  blacksmith, candle 
maker and long rifle demonstrator. The Wildlands Conservancy will be there from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and additional musical entertainment will be provided. Food and treats will also be available 
for purchase. The Festival will be held until 3 p.m. 
 
Concert ~ On September 18, the Quarantettes, a quintet formed during the pandemic, will hold a 
free concert at the Emmaus Moravian Church Pavilion at 12:30 p.m. Selections will include folk 
songs, songs from movies and Broadway as well as a few from Simon and Garfunkle. All are              
welcome to stop by.  



9 

FreedUp Financial Workshop ~ The Moravian Ministries Foundation is offering two virtual 
FreedUp opportunities.  Tuesdays this fall from October 11 to November 15; one from 12-1 pm and 
the other from 7-8 pm (Eastern time). Complete each week’s content at your own pace and then 
join the group on Tuesdays for conversation and learning together. We are able to offer Freed Up 
for free to 100 people this year; you read that correctly….for free! Ready to get Freed Up? Email  
lwatson@mmfa.info and we’ll get started! We need to have people signed up by September 26th so 
that there’s time for you to receive your workbook before we begin on 10/11. 

                                                            Board of World Mission Update ~  

                                                            Ukraine Refugees and Flooding in Honduras 

                                                             July, 2022 

 

The Board of World Mission takes this opportunity to thank the many congregations and individ-
uals who have donated to our Moravian Disaster Relief Fund over these past few months. We 
have raised over $300,000 (US) to assist congregations in the Czech Republic and Germany as 
they extend hospitality to refugees fleeing violence in Ukraine. Your donations have helped pro-
vide housing, food, and critical supplies to folks who are in crisis. It has assisted one congregation 
in helping relocate a primary school from Kyiv to their town. Your donations have also helped 
congregations in places like Herrnhut to provide language classes, meals, and assistance in find-
ing housing. We look forward to assisting additional schools in the Czech Republic to welcome 
refugees into their student bodies. We now know that some refugees are making their way to the 
United States and Canada. Moravian congregations in Southern Wisconsin are now connecting 
with Ukrainian families who were hosted by Moravians in the Czech Republic and are being              
settled for up to two years in the Madison, WI area. The BWM can help your congregation if it 
wants to get involved with hosting refugee families. Recently we have been made aware of flood-
ing in the La Mosquitia region of Honduras that has severely impacted the essential crops of 
beans and rice.  We are planning on sending money to help purchase emergency supplies of food 
and to assist in planting subsequent crops. For further information, go to 
www.moravianmission.org or contact the Rt. Rev. Chris Giesler at chris@moravianmission.org. 

US citizens can send checks to: Board of World Mission, 1021 Center Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018.  

 

 

Sacred Voices in Concert 

Directed by Susan Frickert 

September 25th at 4:00 pm 

Union Lutheran Church 5500 Rt. 873 Schnecksville, Pa.  

$10 donation; See Glenn Howell or Joan Swingle for more                                           

information!  

mailto:lwatson@mmfa.info


10 

SAVE THESE DATES! 
 

There are some exciting events coming up at Camp Hope!  We hope to see you at one, 
two, or more of the upcoming events! 

 

FALL FAMILY CABIN RENTALS ~ September 23 - 25, 2022 
A weekend of intergenerational fellowship and relaxation. Your schedule is your own for the 
weekend -- relax, boat, fish, or visit nearby attractions. 

Evenings can be a time of fellowship and fun around the campfire.  Join a Camp Hope life-
guard for a canoe trip to Big Silver at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday. 

Space is limited so don’t wait -- book your cabin TODAY! 

 

QUILT CAMP ~ September 28 - October 1, 2022  
Join the Hope Quilters as they celebrate their 30th Anniversary! 

Whether you are a novice or an expert quilter, there is something for everyone at this              
women's retreat. 

 

FALL FESTIVAL ~ October 1, 2022 
Enjoy an autumnal afternoon at camp, including food, games, crafts, entertainment, and 
Camp Hope's 2nd Annual Pumpkin Roll! 

Mark your calendar and stay tuned for more information! 

 
FALL MISSION CAMP ~ October 19 - 23 
 
RUMMAGE AND BAKE SALE ~                                                                           
October 22nd 9-2, Oct. 23rd 9-12 
Cash Only.  Donations accepted until October 19th.   
 
CHRISTMAS AT CAMP ~ December 9 – 11 
Who wouldn’t want to spend Christmas at Camp and the town of 
Hope?  Come see what its all about!  
 

 

For more information or to register for any of these events, please visit our website cam-
phope.org, call 90-459-4435, or email hopecenter@camphope.org 

 

mailto:hopecenter@camphope.org

