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146 Main Street, Emmaus, Pa. 18049                                            
Phone 610-965-6067                                

 

                                                                                                      

 

Groceries PLUS is an Emergency Food Pantry serving the Emmaus community and hosted                  
by Bethel Bible Fellowship Church located on Elm St.  The Food Pantry operates under the                             
direction of Second Harvest Food Bank of the Lehigh Valley and Northeast Pennsylvania.  

 

2022 Watchword:                                                                                                              
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God.                                              

Romans 8:28 

 

Living in Fellowship, Growing in Christ! 

 
The Moravian Motto: 

In essentials unity; In non-essentials liberty; and in all things love!  

http://www.emmausmoravian.org/
mailto:pastor@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:secretary@emmausmoravian.org
mailto:popicox@rcn.com
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“Start By Doing What’s Necessary” 

Sunday past, three prayers attributed to Francis de Assisi (1181 – 1226) framed our worship. We 
started with Francis’ great prayer of attribution – a prayer of names – praising God as: Holy, Joy and 
Gladness, Gentleness, Protector, Courage, Haven and Hope (by my count, addressing God with 
more than 25 specific titles). The second part was the more widely known Canticle of the Sun or 
“Brother Sun and Sister Moon,” taking up the biblical themes of Psalm 148 (Sun and moon, and all 
of you bright stars, come and offer praise), Luke 19:40 (the very stones will cry out), and Isaiah 

55:12 – “the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will 
clap their hands.” Our liturgy concluded with the challenging and uplifting “Prayer of St. Francis,” 
that begins: Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 

It occurs to me – reminiscing about an early Autumn afternoon – that we walk with our kind brother of 
Assisi further down the road than we know. I’m thinking of 5 dogs, the kitten, and a horse (of 
course!) who brought their loved ones to our Pavilion for a happy blessing. And I’m thinking of 
Francis, whose legendary kindness for fish and fowl, whose dealings with wolves and wayward 
sheep, made him the patron saint of animals. 

The 1st (of 6) Moravian Essentials we discuss with Confirmands is God’s faithful initiative as Maker 
of Heaven and Earth; as a faithful and generous Creator God. I didn’t think of it then, but the ac-
claimed poet Mary Oliver (1935 – 2019) and her poem, “How It Is with Us, and How It Is with Them,” 
one of her many odes to dogs, would have been welcomed guests in Confirmation: 

We become religious, 

then we turn from it, 

then we are in need and maybe we turn back. 

We turn to making money, 

then we turn to the moral life, 

then we think about money again. 

We meet wonderful people, but lose them 

in our busyness. 
We’re, as the saying goes, all over the place. 

Steadfastness, it seems, 

is more about dogs than about us. 

One of the reasons we love them so much. 

This focus on God as Creator (as Redeemer and Sustainer), while easily overlooked, informs and 
inspires a truer sense of humility, a deeper sense of gratitude, and frees us from the exhausting and 
empty premise that we can do anything apart from God (John 15:5). Instead let us look to, learn 
from, and lean on God’s promises. And then perhaps, as Francis instructed, we may, “start by do-
ing what is necessary, then what is possible, and suddenly you are doing the impossible.” 

Through Christ Who Strengthens Us, 
Pastor Brian 
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Worship Opportunities                                                                                                                 
  Wednesday, November 2nd ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 

Sunday,  November 6th ~ Daylight Savings Time Ends ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship 

Wednesday, November 9th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 

Sunday, November 13th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:00-10:25 Mission in Motion Volunteer Fair;      
10:30 Worship with Holy Communion in celebration of the Chief Elder Festival;                                        

11:30-12:00 Mission in Motion Volunteer Fair 

Wednesday, November 16th ~ NO Wed Nite Lite due to MissionInsite Meeting 

Sunday, November 20th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship ~ Reception of New Members 

Wednesday, November 23rd ~ NO Wed Nite Lite ~ Happy Thanksgiving!  

Sunday, November 27th ~ 9:00 Sunday School; 10:30 Worship ~ 1st Sunday in Advent Lovefeast 

Wednesday, November 30th ~ Wednesday Nite Lite 7:00 

There will be No Wednesday Nite Lite Services in December  

All services are available live via zoom and available later in the day on Facebook.                                       
Go to www.zoom.us, Click on “Join a meeting”                                                                                             

  Enter meeting ID: 442 948 9211    
 

                                                                                                 
Barbara Giesler (mother of Pastor Chris), Ticia Herald, Rev. Diane Joseph,                                                 

our homebound members, & nursing home residents                                                                              
Please uphold these church members and friends in your prayers.                                                              

                                                   Flower Sponsorships                                                                                                         

November 6th ~ no sponsors 

November 13th ~ In loving memory of Roger Rohrbach by 

daughter, Linda and family and In loving memory of              

Franklin & Shirley Reith and Majorie Gruber by                        

Cathie & Paul Ingram  

November 20th ~ In loving memory of those members of our 

family whom we carry in our hearts but who can no longer be 

present to share this service with us; by the Smith and Keller 

families ~ Sallie, Pete, Avery and Dave  

November 27th ~ In loving memory of Paul Schaeffer and                 

Mr. & Mrs. William Hillegass by the family and                               

In loving memory of the parents of Steve and Louise Long 

http://www.zoom.us
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With the holidays swiftly approaching I thought I would offer you all a short table blessing this 
month. While the Moravian Table Blessing is most certainly a welcome and beloved staple, if you 

are looking to try something new, may this prayer meet you and your loved ones wherever                  
you are ~ Mikayla Sauerbrey, student pastor 

 
A Table Blessing 

Gentle Jesus, Today we lift up prayers of thanksgiving for the opportunity to gather together once 
more.  We are grateful for all the new and familiar faces you have once again brought through our 
door.  We now take a moment to remember all those who cannot be here with us today.  May they 

know they are missed and loved, would your peace be with them, wherever they are, we pray. 
May our time at this table provide nourishment to our bodies and our souls. 

May we find joy and laughter, peace and hope, love and delight for all to behold. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             
All of your donations are greatly appreciated.  The Blessing Boxes are used by 
many people and your donations help keep the boxes stocked.  We are                
beginning to have back up supplies, but could still use some items!                                                          
The Blessing Box immediate needs are: Ready to eat foods for our homeless 
community, peanut butter, jelly, soup, baked beans, spaghetti, spaghetti 
sauce, instant potatoes, pudding cups.                                                                                
Non food items needed: shampoo, tissues, laundry pods or detergent, can 
openers, winter gloves (kids or adults), winter hats for men  

~ Thank you from Linda Rohrbach and Carol George (the fillers of the boxes) 

Dear EMC Members,  

On behalf of the Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank, I would like to thank you for your food 

and assorted essential items donations this year.  Your donations allow us to keep our shelves 

stocked with items that we know our clients appreciate.  It also allows our 

budget for purchasing food to be stretched a little further.   

Your support enables us to provide food assistance to 1,800+ low-income 

households in the Allentown area every month.  There is no way to aptly            

express our gratitude for your support.  The staff and over 150 volunteers at 

the Food Bank are continually in awe of our community support and generos-

ity demonstrated through your donations.  YOU are helping us make a                    

difference!    With Sincere gratitude, Jennifer Kelley, AAAEFB volunteer 
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Into the woods 

Have you seen the wooded area just off the church parking lot?!  It is 
simply beautiful.  It is wonderful place to go to appreciate nature and 
all that God has given us.  The possibility of  Camp Hope-style            
vespers site is being envisioned. Many loads of mulch have been 
moved and spread, and there are only a few piles left.  Tree removal 
companies have been contacted to remove the rest of the unsafe trees.  
This should happen in the next few weeks.  What we need now, is a 
name!  What would you call this 4 acre area?  The property was               
originally owned by the Hartzell family.  We are deeply appreciative 
for all the help and effort to make this area useable!                                                                     
Thank you!  Lisa Haus, project coordinator 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Mission In Motion: EMC Volunteer Fair 
On Sunday, November 13th, we are inviting members of our congregation to join us before                 

worship (10 to 10:25) and after worship (11:30 to 12) in the chapel.  Come and learn about the            
different ministries at Emmaus Moravian.  Stop by and say, "Hello" to coordinators and                        

volunteers of some of our church's outreach ministries:  Sacristans, Music Ministry, Christian                   
Education, Visitation Committee and more!  

Learn more and how even a limited commitment can help share Good News!  

 
 

We are happy to formally announce the appointment of Sister          
Christina Giesler as the treasurer of the Emmaus Moravian                    
Congregation. Most of us know Tina from her many contributions to 
the music ministry here at EMC. However, in her “day job” Tina has                      
previously served as the Treasurer for the Northern Province of the 
Moravian Church and as the treasurer at other Moravian churches. 
In addition, she has held positions of financial responsibility in              
several private sector companies. With this extensive background, 
she is obviously well qualified for this important position. 

We welcome Tina into this position and look forward to working 
with her as she begins serving in this new role! 
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Christian Education News 

Sunday School is off to a great start!  Thank you to the people stepped up to 

teach our children about God’s love.  We could always use more willing hands 

and loving hearts.  Contact Melissa or Karen Semet (call or email the office) if 

you are interested.  A sign up genius has been created so you can sign up for 

dates that work for you! A link can be emailed to you!  
 

Nursery during worship 

If we are to open the nursery during worship, we need volunteers!  If you feel 

led to give parents a break during worship, please reach out to the office.   

Until we have volunteers, the nursery will remain closed.  If you are a parent 

and would like access to the nursery during worship, please see a sacristan.  

 

Adult Sunday School Class ~ Session II: November 13th-                     
December 4th 
“Mary Had a Baby: An Advent Bible Study Based on African                    
American Spirituals” (4-Week Book & Music Study) 
Written by Marilyn E. Thornton with material by Cheryl                            
Kirk-Duggan, a small group look at Scripture, Song, and the             
Season of watching and awaiting the Savior of all.                  

Dec. 11th Adult Study 2022 Wrap Up 

 

 

Thank you for all the donations.  We are excited to send 

all the boxes to children all over the world!  We could              

always use monetary donations to help with the shipping 

costs.  Thank you for your continued support!  

~ Diane Lint 

 

Children’s Christmas Program ~ The Christmas Program will 

be held on Sunday, December 11th (snow date December 

18th).  All children can participate.  Practices will be held 

from 9:50-10:20 beginning in November.  Details will be 

shared in the Sunday School newsletter soon!  Contact    

Mikayla Sauerbrey if you have any questions.                            

studentpastor@emmausmoravian.org 
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The Book Club readers have made a new list for winter and early spring reading.                                       
All are welcome to join our zoom meeting by calling Judy Williamson or the office for information. 
   
November 14  “The Kitchen Front” by Jennifer Ryan 
December 12 “Comfort and Joy” by Kristin Hannah 
January 9 “Take My Hand” by Dolen Perkins-Valdez 
February 13 “Three Sisters” by Heather Morris 
March 13 “Sea Nurses” by Kate Eastham 
April 10 “Keeping Lucy” by T. Greenwood 
May 8 “The Foundling” by Ann Leary 

 

275th Anniversary Celebration 

Pictorial Directory ~ The directory is now being created and should be ready for pick up in late 
November.  They will be placed in the Comenius room with the 2023 Offering Envelopes upon  

arrival.  Thank you for your patience!                                                                 

EMC Souvenirs ~  Still available (limited quantities):                                                                                     
hand painted Christmas ornaments $20.00; a puzzle of the church $25.00; History Booklet $5.00 

They make great Christmas gifts!                                                                                             

 
 

String art class time!  
Join us on Friday, November 18th at 6pm in fellowship hall.  

All welcome!   
The cost is $37 per board. Cash only.                                                            

RSVP necessary!  Please text/email Trell Miller for board choices.   
610-570-3552 or trellz@rcn.com  

Light refreshments will be served!  
 

The Daily Texts have arrived!  

The Daily Texts grew out of a spiritual renewal of the Moravian Church (Unitas Fratrum) that 
dates back to Aug. 13, 1727. The texts were first published in 1731 in Herrnhut, Germany. Today, 
the Daily Texts continues its promise of “a daily message from God that is new every morning.”   

Contact the office to purchase!  

Paperback: $10.00, Large Print: $14.00, Journal: $17.00 

 

mailto:trellz@rcn.com
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Cash Card Program   Our cash card program  can be used for gifts or                                             
your regular shopping!  If you frequent a store or restaurant, you can 
purchase gift cards from the church and use them as cash!  EMC gets a 
percentage of each gift card sale.  We carry an  inventory of over $8,000 
in 50 different cards for everyday shopping or gift giving!   We have 
access to hundreds more we can order for you and have them in a 
week.  Sales happen every Sunday before and after worship in the 
chapel lobby.  Cash cards never expire!                                                                                            

Typically in stock:  Applebees, Arby’s, Bath & Body Works, Barnes & 
Noble, Best Buy, Cabelas, Carrabba’s, Cracker Barrel, CVS, Dominos, 
Dunkin Donuts, Giant, Home Depot, Itunes, JCPenney, Kohl’s, L.L. Bean, Macy’s, Olive Garden, 
Outback, Panera, Petsmart, Papa Johns, Starbucks, Staples, Subway, Target, TGI Friday’s, 
Walmart, Weis,  Wawa, Wendy’s 

 
                                                           

                                                Crafters, Vendors, Volunteers and Shoppers Needed!  

                                                 Emmaus Moravian Church is gearing up for our Craft and Vendor Fair           

                                                 on Saturday, November 5th from 9:00-2:00.  We are looking for crafters 

and vendors of all kinds to show off their unique products. We are also 

looking for volunteers for set up/clean up, advertising, kitchen, park-

ing, and many other areas of the show through out the day. This is a 

great opportunity for students to get in volunteer hours, or for you to 

meet other members of the congregation!  Please contact us if you 

would like to be part of this fantastic event.  Contact us for registration  

                                                  and volunteer information. E-mail:  

                                                  EMCcraftshow@gmail.com or call/text Amanda Stoeckel                                        

                                                  (484-553-6735) or Paula Stoeckel (610-360-7228) or the office.  

                           December 2022 Events:  

Blue Christmas ~ Sunday, December 4th at 2:00 

Christmas Program ~ Sunday, December 11th 10:30 

Christmas Eve Services ~ 2:00 Lovefeast and Candlelight;                             

4:30 Lovefeast and Candlelight; 7:00 Candlelight                                            

(no tickets needed) 

Christmas Day Service ~ Sunday, December 25th at 10:00 

The Sacristan Corp will be needing help during the holiday season, specifically the Christmas Eve 

Services.  Please contact Sue Adams at 610-751-0629.  Thank you!  

mailto:EMCcraftshow@gmail.com
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Sugar Cake and Lovefeast Bun Sale 

Pick up Saturday, November 12th, 2022 9am-11am 

You can call the office or email your order to secretary@emmausmoravian.org 

Name and Number___________________________________________________ 

 Number of Sugar cakes @ $6.00 each _________________________ 

 Number of Lovefeast buns @ $6.00 per dz.  ____________________ 

 Total amount due __________________________________________                                             

All proceeds from this sale go to the Emmaus Moravian Church’s Camp Hope Scholarship Fund.  

This fund helps pay for children to attend Camp Hope every summer.  Camp Hope has been      

greatly affected by COVID and the inability to host overnight camps to youth for 2 years in a row.  

Donations to this fund will support camp by helping kids attend in summer of 2023!  

Emmaus Moravian Spirit Order Form 

All orders must be placed and paid for by November 13th for Christmas delivery  

 Contact Vicki Mitchell at 484-951-2800 with any questions.   

Name and phone number: ____________________________________________________________ 

Please circle size and color of your choice.  Larger sizes may have extra charge. 
 

Short sleeved T-shirt $15.00; Maroon, navy, gray, orange, blue, red, black, pink, purple                                            
Youth small, med, large ~ Adult small, med, large, X large, 2xl, 3xl 
 

V-neck short sleeved T-Shirt $15.00; Maroon, navy, gray, orange, blue, red, black, pink, purple                          
Adult small, med, large, Xlarge, 2xl, 3xl 
 

Long sleeved T-shirt $16.00; Maroon, navy, gray, orange, red, black, pink, purple (not available in youth); 
Youth small, med, large ~ Adult small, med, large, X large, 2xl, 3xl 
 

Polo Shirt $18.00; Maroon or navy; Adult small, med, large, X large, 2xl, 3xl 
 

Lightweight Hoodies $20.00 youth/$25.00 adult; Maroon, navy, gray, orange, black, red, pink, purple                   
Youth small, med, large ~ Adult small, med, large, X large, 2xl, 3xl 
 

Zippered Sweatshirts $20.00 youth/$25.00 adult; Maroon, navy, gray, orange, black, red                                      
Youth small, med, large ~ Adult small, med, large, X large, 2xl, 3xl 
 

Crew Neck Sweatshirts $22.00; Maroon, navy, gray, orange, black, red, pink, purple                                                  
Youth small, med, large ~ Adult small, med, large, X large, 2xl, 3xl 

Beanie $10.00~ Maroon, Navy                                                                                   Also available: Ceramic coffee mugs $6.00 

Total amount due:  ________________ (checks payable to Emmaus Moravian Church) 

Tshirts & Sweatshirts will say: Over 275 years of Living in Fellowship and Growing in Christ!                                
A small Moravian Star will be printed on the shirts as well.    

mailto:secretary@emmausmoravian.org

